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INTRODUCTION. 



This little work being an explanation of a portion only 
of our Book of Common Prayer, no history of that book 
is here attempted, nor any lengthened explanation either 
of the Preface to it, or of the Tables and Rules which 
we find at the beginning of it. 

But as we cannot follow out the Order of our Church 
Service unless we understand the Tables of Lessons 
appointed to be read, a few words must here be said 
concerning them. 

We find in the Preface, and in the directions given 
in the Service itself, that two chapters are appointed to 
be read in the course of the Service, — one taken out 
of the Old Testament, and the other out of the New. 

First then we have a Table of Proper Lessons to be 
read at Morning and Evening Prayer on the Sundays 
and other Holy Days throughout the year. 

And here we find generally that there is but one of 
the two Lessons especially appointed for the Sunday or 
Holy Day, and that one is the first taken out of the 
Old Testament. For in the fifty-two Sundays of the 
year it would be impossible to read to the ^s^\fc ^*. 
whole of the Old Testament, >taste£w& ^«^ ^rbN* 
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alone are chosen which give a general knowledge c 
the principal events in the history of God's first people 
of the laws He gave them, and of the preparation H 
made for a second Church and Covenant. * 

The New Testament being shorter than the Old, am 
supposed to be more generally known, it is easier fo 
those who are only weekly attendants in God's Hous 
to understand the chapter which happens to come ii 
its regular course in the Daily Lessons. 

For the Great Sundays and Holy Days we find botl 
chapters specially appointed, and chosen because the; 
especially apply to the event or person we keep in re 
membrance on that day. 

On the Sundays on which there is no second Lessoi 
appointed, we must turn to the Calendar, and then 
find out the second Lesson for the month and day o 
the month on which our Sunday has fallen. 

After the Lessons Proper for Holy Days we have i 
short table of Proper Psalms for certain days in th< 
year. On all other days the Psalms are read througl 
each month of the year, a certain portion for each day 
as will be noticed afterwards. 

Then comes the Calendar, or register of every day ii 
the year, with the four Lessons or chapters appointee 
for each day, in four columns, two for the Morning o] 
Matins, and two for the Evening or Evensong. 

Besides the order for the course in which the Scrip- 
tures are to be read, the Preface contains an Ordei 
respecting the daily reading of the Psalter. This will 
be commented on when we come to that portion of the 
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Service. But respecting the titles, or names given to 
the Psalms and Hymns in our Services, a few words of 
explanation here will help us to begin with grateful 
hearts the study of our Prayer Book. 

Those titles are the Latin words for the English ones 
with which the Psalm or Hymn begins. By these 
Latin titles being left in the Prayer Book we are re- 
minded of the times when the Church in this kingdom 
formed a part of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
when all the Services were read in Latin, a language 
often not understood by the greater number of the 
congregation, who therefore could not enter into the 
spirit and understanding of them, as we can who have 
them read in a language known to us all. At the 
time of the Reformation of the Church in this country, 
when all the Romish errors were cast out of the Church 
Services, and nothing kept but what was agreeable to 
Christ's and His Apostles' teaching, then the whole 
Service was translated, (or turned,) from Latin into 
English. But the Latin names of some portions of the 
Service were still preserved. And thus a deep lesson of 
thankfulness is taught us ; thankfulness not only for 
the purer form of worship which we enjoy than that 
which our Roman Catholic forefathers used, but also 
for the blessings of hearing it in our own tongue, and 
being able to act according to the principle taught us 
by S. Paul in the 14th chapter of the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, namely, that of praying and praising 
with the understanding. 

May this simple explanation o? \!te. ^wRfc^fc ^^ 
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small help towards a fuller understanding of it-r-an un- 
derstanding not only of the hard words contained in it, 
but of the plan on which every part of it is arranged, and 
of the reasons why each successive part is placed where 
it is. May all when they see the beauty, the sense 
and fitness of the arrangement, learn to love the Ser- 
vice more and more, and feel grateful to those pious 
Reformers who with holy prayer, and much deep thought 
made this arrangement, retaining so much of the usage 
of the Christian Church in early times. 



To be followed shortly by a similar Explanation of 
the Litany. 



THE ORDER FOR MORNING AND 
EVENING PRAYER 

Daily to be Said and Used throughout the Year. 



Such is the title of the first Church Service 
we find in our Book of Common Prayer, and 
let no one lightly pass it by; for in it our 
Church teaches us a great practical lesson, 
namely, the duty of a daily offering of Public 
Worship in God's House. 

But by a large number of members of the 
Church in this country this Daily Service 
in the House of God seems to be considered 
quite an unnecessary act, and one which it is 
unreasonable to require of any person. Thus 
they set up their own opinions against the 
teaching of the Church whose members they 
profess to be ; against the teaching of God 
which He gave to His first Church, or people, 
in commanding them to offer a Daily Morning 
and Evening Sacrifice ; and *@&c&\. ^C^a ^\as^- 
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tical teaching of the Apostles, whose custom it 
was to frequent God's House daily "at the 
hour of prayer/' (Acts iii. 1.) 

Of course it is impossible for many to follow 
this example of the Apostles. Distance from 
the House of God, the necessity of attending to 
worldly affairs, age and infirmity, and other 
causes will often prevent the performance of 
the duty. But a duty it is for all who can per- 
form it. And how many who cannot attend 
public worship, could each day study and use 
some portion at least of this Order of Daily 
Prayer at their own homes. 

How many are there who might at some one 
of the hours appointed for the offering of it in 
God's House, go through it privately by them- 
selves, aiid thus though absent in body, be 
present in spirit with those few in the land 
who are publicly assembled. 

What a blessing might they not thereby 
bring, not only on themselves, but on this 
whole land by this united daily prayer to the 
Lord of all ! And thus would they be better 
prepared to join in the Weekly Service on the 
Lord's Day. 



A GENERAL PLAN OF THE ORDER FOR 
MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. 

The Daily Morning and Evening Service 
may be divided into three parts.— 

First Part. 
In which we are taught to prepare ourselves 
for the other parts of the Service. This first 
part consists of — 
The Sentences, 
The Exhortation, 
The Confession, 
The Absolution, 
The Lord's Prayer. 
The last being introduced to perfect and 
sanctify this first part, and also the second 
part for which the Doxology prepares us. 

Second Part. 
In which we set forth, and learn why we are 
to set forth the glory of God. 
This part consists of — 
The Psalms. — In some of which we praise 
God for His goodness; in othats> t&\re& 
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prophecies of our greatest blessings 

Redemption and Sanctification. 
Lessons. — In which are read to us the h 

tory and prophecies of God's gracioi 

acts. 
Hymns. — In which we again praise God fa 

the blessings of which we have been hear- 
ing. 
The Creed. — In which we declare our firm 

belief in the truth of all we have been 

hearing. 

Third Part. 

A Service of Prayer consists of — 

The Lord's Prayer, which sanctifies all. 

Versicles or Responses. — In which are 
mentioned the subjects of the prayers that 
follow. 

Collects and Prayers. — In which we offer 
up our united prayers and thanksgivings 
to God, at the different Seasons of the 
Christian year, for ourselves as members 
of His Church, and for all men of every 
condition. 



RUBRIC, OR DIRECTION AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE SERVICE. 

The Rubrics are the directions we find be- 
fore most of the several contents of the Ser- 
vices. 

They are called Rubrics from a Latin word 
meaning " red," and because they used to be 
printed in red letters. 

By studying them more than is often done, 
persons would learn much concerning the Ser- 
vice which they seem to be ignorant of. 

This first rubric is as follows, — " At the be- 
ginning of Morning Prayer the Minister shall 
read with a loud voice some one or more of 
these sentences of the Scriptures that follow. 
And then he shall say that which is written 
after the said sentences." 

THE SENTENCES. 

By these Sentences we are called upon to 
make due preparation before we draw near, as 
we are about to do, unto the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. 

Moses, when too rashly drawing ni^Jv to ^^ 
holy Presence, was sent back ^\ft\>ft\fe wxs«&%% 
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" Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for thi 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground.' 
(Exodus iii. 5.) 

Put off thy shoes, that is, put away from 
thee all that is defiled with the impurity of thi 
world. 

And Solomon, who had seen the glory of th< 
Lord so filling the House of the Lord, tha 
the priests even could not presume to enter 
and so knew the awfulness of being in God'i 
Presence, gives us the same warning, " Keep thj 
foot when thou goest into the House of God.' 
(Eccles. v. 1.) 

" Keep thy foot," that is, look well to thj 
ways, search thy heart, and see how unfit it h 
to appear before the Holy One Whose " everj 
word is pure," (Prov. xxx. 5,) and His cc judg- 
ments true and righteous," (Rev. xix. 2.) 

We ought indeed thus to keep our feet befon 
we enter the House of God. But if, as is toe 
commonly the case, this duty has been neg- 
lected, we are quickly reminded of it by these 
Sentences, addressed to every description ol 
character commonly found in a congregation. 

These Sentences, all taken out of Holy Scrip, 
ture, are eleven in number, and may be divided 
into four classes, namely, those addressed to — 
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The Ungodly and the Ignorant, 

The Careless, 

The Formal, 

The Doubtful and Fearful. 
The first of the eleven Sentences is a warn- 
ing to the ungodly man, the man whose heart 
is so given up to the business or the pleasures 
of the world as seldom to care to come to the 
House of God ; and who when he does come 
there, enters it without any feeling of shame or 
sorrow for his love of the world, or for all the 
bad passions in which he has most probably 
been indulging. He is met with the stern re- 
buke of the Prophet Ezekiel, "When the wicked 
man turneth away from the wickedness that he 
hath committed, and doeth that which is law- 
ful and right," then, and not till then " he shall 
save his soul alive," may hope to have his 
share of that salvation which Christ has gained 
for men. 

And he who is ignorant of the weakness of 
man's nature, and of the holiness required of 
every member of Christ's Church, and who 
flatters himself that he has done nothing for 
which he need seek forgiveness, is warned that 
if we think thus, "we deceive ourselves *»A. 
the truth is not in us." liuX. W\% Asfc otsss^- 
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raged with the assurance, that if he confess 
his sin, God will be faithful and just in keep- 
ing His promise to forgive and cleanse the sin- 
ner who repents. 

The careless who knows well that he is 
daily sinning, and cannot be saved without re- 
pentance, and who yet puts off this duty from 
day to day, is met with the solemn warning of 
the Baptist, " Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." That kingdom of grace 
which was given you at your Baptism, but 
which by your sins you have done so much to 
forfeit, is once more going to be offered to you 
in the several parts of this Service which is 
now about to begin. "Repent" therefore, for 
without repentance the kingdom cannot be 
gained ; and say with David, (and say it with 
that sorrow which David felt when he spake 
the words,) " I acknowledge my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me." 

And they who attend their Church from 
mere form, because it is generally considered 
the right thing to do, but who come there 
without any serious thought or true deep feeling 
of devotion, are told to " rend their hearts and 
not their g-arments ;" to have real inward sor- 
row, and not only the outw^td e&^t^tsrcL <& 
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it which is made by kneeling upon our knees, 
and repeating aloud the Confession, and other 
parts of the Service. The outward form is not 
to be neglected ; but its observance will be 
useless, unless we at the same time " turn to 
the Lord our God" with true repentance. 
Let us come with the heart as well as with the 
lips, and we shall be received ; " for He is gra- 
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil" with 
which He threatens those who will not turn to 
Him. 

The fourth class of persons for whom these 
Sentences are intended, namely, the fearful 
and the doubtful, are those whose deep sense 
of their sinfulness makes them doubt whether 
they can be thought worthy to be accepted, 
and who therefore almost fear to come before 
their God. 

But let them not fear, for in the six Sen- 
tences which yet remain to be noticed they 
especially are encouraged to come. They may 
approach with the penitent Psalmist, and say, 
lc Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities." (Ps. li. 9.) " The sacrifices 
of God," those most acceptable to Him % " axo. 
a broken spirit," broken &q^y\^&y %fc>ws« ^ss* 
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its sinfulness, " a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, Thou wilt not despise." (Ps. li. 17.) 
" Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
O Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living 
be justified;" or cleansed from the guilt of hk 
sin by anything that he himself can do. 

In the words of the Prophets they may say, 
" O Lord, correct me" with punishment in this 
world, that I may be saved from it in the next, 
but correct me " with merciful judgment, not 
in Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to no- 
thing." (Jer. x. 24; Ps. vi. 1.) 

" To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
Him ; neither have we obeyed the voice of the 
Lord our God, to walk in His laws which He 
set before us." (Dan. ix. 9, 10.) 

But most surely may they come with that 
most touching and comforting resolution taught 
us by Christ Himself in His Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. " I will arise and go to my fa- 
ther, and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son." (S. 
Luke xv. 18, 19.) 
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THE EXHORTATION. 



?y In the Sentences the congregation have a 
S general call given to them to prepare them- 
t selves for coming near unto their great God 
and Judge. The Exhortation which follows 
those Sentences points out the first thing to be 
done by every one on drawing near unto that 
God* 

By Exhortation is meant warning and ad- 
vice given seriously and earnestly. The Mi- 
nister begins this Exhortation by calling on 
the congregation as his " Dearly beloved bre- 
thren/' for we are all brethren, or brothers in 
Christ, and should love one another as bre- 
thren, and fellow-members of the same body. 

The warning and advice which he gives to 
all assembled, is that each one before he can 
hope to have his prayer accepted by God, 
must make a full and humble Confession to 
Him of all the sins he has committed since he 
last prayed to God. 

1st. He tells them that they must confess, 
because God in many and different passages of 
His Holy Scriptures moves or stirs up the 
minds of His people to acknowledge and con- 
fess their manifold, or many kmfo c& i\s\% ^sA 
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wickednesses ; and not to attempt to cloke and 
dissemble them, that is, to hide them either by 
false excuses, or by denying them. The folly 
of trying so to conceal them from One Who 
knows every thought of our hearts, must be 
plain to all, and is shown in many texts of 
Scripture. 1 

2ndly. We are next told how we are to con- 
fess, — namely, with an " humble, lowly, peni- 
tent, and obedient heart. ,, Let us " return to the 
Lord our God," " with a broken and contrite 
heart," saying in our hearts, " God, be merciful 
to me a sinner," and resolving to be " obedient 
unto His voice :" He will hear us, for " He hath 
respect unto the lowly." (Deut. xxx. 2 ; Ps. li. 
17 ; S. Luke xviii. 13; Ps. xxxviii. 6, &c.) 

He hath said, "If My people shall hum- 
ble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin." ' 
(2 Chron. vii. 14.) "Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will 
have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for 
He will abundantly pardon." (Isa. lv. 7.) 

1 See Prov. xxviii. 13 ; Isa. xxx. 1 \ Job xuL 16 \ also, 1 Sam. 
xv. 10—23; 2 Kings v. 26; Axt»\. \— \ft. 
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Humble and lowly, that is, with a deep sense 
of our own un worthiness to come so near to 
God and ask any favour of Him; penitent, 
that is, full of sorrow for our sin ; and obedient, 
that is, with a full determination to obey Him 
better for the time to come. 

3rdly. We are told why we must confess 
our sins ; " to the end," that is, in order " that 
we may obtain forgiveness of those same sins ;" 
and this forgiveness we shall surely gain if, 
while we confess, our hearts are in the right 
state just described. But not even then shall 
we gain the forgiveness because we deserve it. 
If we make the confession in a true spirit of 
humility and repentance, we can only obtain 
pardon by or through " the infinite," or never- 
ending goodness and mercy of God. 

4thly. We are told when we should confess. 
We should " acknowledge them at all times ;" 
we should never in our private prayers at home 
dare to offer those prayers to God without first 
confessing our sins, and asking pardon for 
them. " But chiefly," or more particularly are 
we bound to confess them " when we assemble 
and meet together" for public worship; be- 
cause, when we are in God's House, and have 
His Minister there with a x\^a\. wcA y^<sx ^ 
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speak to us for God, we can gain more full as- 
surance of pardon than we can hope for in our 
private prayers. There also God is graciously 
and awfully present to hear the lowly, and 
judge the hypocrite and the impenitent. The 
" House He has chosen and sanctified, that His 
Name may be there, ... and His heart and 
His eyes perpetually. " (2 Chron. vii. 16.) And 
in that house He bids us " call a solemn as- 
sembly," (Joel ii. 15,) "and cry unto Him;" 
therefore in that assembly of the saints let us 
"take with us words, and say unto Him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciously," (Hos. xiv. 2,) for "God is greatly 
to be feared in that assembly, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about Him." 4 
(Ps. lxxxix. 7.) 

In this part of the Exhortation we are re- 
minded of the four parts of the worship we are 
met together to offer: — 1st, "To render," or 
give " thanks to God for all the benefits," or 
favours, " we have received from Him." 2ndly, 
" To set forth," or publicly offer, that praise 
of which He is most worthy, no other being 
so fit to be praised as He is. Let us then 
" enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise, be thankful unto 



\ 



THE EXHORTATION. 15 

Him, and bless His Name." (Ps. c. 4.) Let 
us "praise Him in the congregation of saints." 
(Ps. cxlix. 1.) "Lifting up our voice to Him 
with one accord." (Acts iv. 24.) 3rdly, We 
meet together, to hear His most holy Word. 
For this was the command of God to His first 
people, " Gather the people together, men, wo- 
men, and children, . . . that they may hear, 
and that they may learn and fear the Lord, 
and observe to do all the words of this law." - 
(Deut. xxxi. 11, 12.) And in observance of 
this command, Christ, as His custom was, 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read. (S. Luke iv. 16.) 
And 4thly, We meet to ask those things which 
are requisite (wanted) and necessary for our 
bodies and souls. For God's House is not 
only the house of preaching and of hearing, 
but, says He, " Mine house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all people." (Isa. lvi. 7 ; 
S. Matth. xxi. 13.) 

Not one of these parts of worship can be 
rightly offered until we have confessed our 
sins, and gained God's pardon for them. An 
unforgiven sinner is not fit to offer thanks or 
praise, and cannot expect them to be accept- 
able to an offended God \ \& ckctcaV. ^rcs&ssev.- 
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ably hear God's Word, for every part of it is 
condemnation to him ; neither can he dare t 
pray with any sure hope of being heard. 

" Wherefore," the Exhortation ends wit! 
an earnest invitation to us " to accompany/ ' o 
go together with the Minister to the throne o 
grace, by saying after him the following Con 
fession with true shame and sorrow in ou: 
hearts, and a sincere desire to amend. And t< 
• that " throne of grace" we may come boldly 
through Jesus, our Great High Priest, Who 
as He " glorified not Himself to be made Higt 
Priest," but was " called of God," so He takes 
"from among men" Priests to act as His Mi- 
nisters here on earth "in things pertaining tc 
God." Through Him, and led on by one ap- 
pointed and sent by Him, we shall surely " find 
grace in our time of need." (Heb. iv. 14 — 16 ; 
v. 1,4,5.) 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION, 

To be said of the whole Congregation after the Minister, 
all kneeling. 

A general Confession means one which is so 
suitable to all persons that they can all truly 
join in it, and one in which ail are bound to 
join, as this rubric plainly declares. And yet 
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how very few persons in a congregation ever 
obey this direction. They leave it to the Mi- 
nister and the Clerk to say this Confession for 
them. But how can one person confess the 
sins of another for him ? Each sinner must do 
this for himself. 

The second direction given in this rubric is 
as much disobeyed as the first. In most con- 
gregations one half of the persons assembled, 
instead of kneeling are sitting in their seats 
listening, (or it may be not listening,) to the 
Confession made by others, as if they them- 
selves had no concern in it at all. They are 
come to ask favours of their great Heavenly 
King, and first to ask the greatest favour of all, 
forgiveness ; and yet they dare to come near 
to Him with no outward mark whatever of 
reverence or earnestness. They treat their 
God with less respect than they would pay to 
their earthly Sovereign, for if they had to come 
and ask pardon of their King or Queen, would 
they dare to, sit at their ease before them? 
could they expect to gain the pardon thus idly 
and irreverently sought ? 

They have been exhorted to come with hum- 
ble, penitent, obedient hearts ; but how can we 
suppose that their hearts are m V\ns> Yv^pk ^\a\a 

c 
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when they refuse to give any outward sig 
humility and sorrow, although they have net 
the excuse of age nor weakness to prevent t 
kneeling ? Solomon, Daniel, S. Peter, S. Pa 
Jesus Himself knelt in prayer, and shall we 
the pride or coldness of oar hearts refuse 
" bow down, and kneel when we come to wo 
ship the Lord our Maker?" (Ps. xcv. 6 
2 Chron. vi. 13 ; Dan. vi. 10 ; Acts ix. 40 
xx. 36 ; xxi. 5 ; S. Luke xxii. 41.) 

The Confession may be divided into three 
parts. 1st. The Confession itself, which be- 
gins by our calling upon our God as our " Al- 
mighty and merciful Father ;" (2 Cor. vi. 18 ; 
i. 3.) Almighty to punish those disobedient 
children who will not turn humbly to Him; 
but merciful to forgive those who do come to 
Him with true penitent hearts, (Ps. lxxxvi. 5 ;) 
ever ready to be a loving Father to those 
whom He, for Christ's sake, has taken for 
His own. 

We then go on to confess that we are ever 
" erring" and " straying," that is, going out of 
that right way into which we were put at Bap- 
tism. We compare ourselves to sheep, as we are 
taught to do in many parts of Scripture. 1 And 

1 Pi. cxix. 176 j Isa. liii. 6; 1 S. Pet. ii. 25. 
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a most true comparison it is, for like silly sheep 
we are always finding ways of getting out of 
the safe road, and when out of it we cannot 
i set ourselves right, but must have our Great 
Shepherd's guidance to lead us back into the 
sure way. 

We " err," or go out of the way by commit- 
ting daily little sins ; and we " stray," or go 
still more out of the way by committing greater 
sins. And all this because we will follow the 
devices (or silly inventions) and desires of our 
own hearts. 

Ever since the fall of Adam, the Devil has 
been putting into men's hearts the device or 
invention of thinking the good thing to be an 
evil one, and the evil thing a good and desir- 
able one for them. A love of God and a wish 
to serve Him, he makes us think wearisome 
and unnecessary. A love of the world and all 
its pomps, and vanities, and sinfulness he makes 
us believe to be good and pleasant. And thus 
"there are many devices in a man's heart," 
(Prov. xix. 21,) and " the imagination of man's 
heart is evil from his youth." (Gen. viii. 21.) 

And the consequence is " we leave undone" 
the service of God ; we do not keep the com- 
mandments, (Nehem. i. 7,} we oybl\V v \\A^jsnk^% 
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mercy and faith/' (S. Matth. xxiii. 23 ;) and " we 
do" those things which oar love of the world 
tempts us to do, bat which God tells us we 
should not do. " We offend against the Lord, 
our trespass is great." (2 Chron. xxviii. 13.) 
" In many things we offend all." (S. James 
iii. 2.) " All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God." (Rom. iii. 23.) And so 
there is " no sound health in our souls," (Ps. 
xxxviii. 3; also Job xL 4; Isa. lxiv. 6,) our 
hearts are ever in a weak and sickly state. 

All this is our Confession. We then go on, 
2ndly, to pray for pardon. We come before 
God as miserable sinners, (S. Luke xviii. 13; 
Ps. li. 1 ;) with the woman of Canaan, (S. 
Matth. xv. 22,) and the blind man, (xx. 30, 
31,) we come to Him, begging Him to "have 
mercy upon us " because of our misery. We 
ask Him to spare us, and all " those who con- 
fess their faults," (Joel ii. 17; Ps. xxv. 7; 
Prov. xxviii. 13;) to restore (Ps. li. 12; xxiii. 
3,) or make whole, those who are penitent or 
repenting. 

We could not venture to ask this favour if 

God had not promised forgiveness to those 

who come to Him in Christ's Name, (S. John 

h xv. 16 ; xiv. 13.) But He has promised, He has 
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said, " I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities I will 
remember no more," (Heb. viii. 12 ;) and there- 
fore we may feel sure our petitions will be 
granted, according to those promises declared 
to us in Christ Jksu our Lord. For " all the 
promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him 
Amen." (2 Cor. i. 20.) 

To gain pardon, and to escape punishment 
is a great mercy ; but no true child of God 
will be content with this, — his aim and great 
desire will ever be to show his gratitude for the 
mercy by being a more obedient child than he 
has ever yet been. " Having these promises, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God." (2 Cor. vii. 1.) 

And so the 3rd and last part of this Confes- 
sion is a prayer for help to live hereafter a 
godly, righteous, and sober life. Godly, that is, 
doing our duty to our God; righteous or just, 
in our dealings with our neighbour ; and sober 
or moderate, in the use of all that God has 
given us for ourselves. This are we bound to 
do, because it was for this that "the grace of 
God appeared to all men, that denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, they fcYvo\M\\^^^<s^i<. 
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righteously, and godly in this present world." 
(Titus ii. 11, 12.) And all this we desire, not 
for any honour or praise we may gain by it for 
ourselves, but " to the honour of God's holy 
Name." " For whatsoever we do, we must do 
all to the glory of God." (1 Cor, x. 31.) 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Or Remission of Sins, to be pronounced by the Priest alone, 
standing ; the people kneeling. 

Having confessed our sins, the next thing to 
be done is to gain God's pardon for them. 
The form by which we gain this is called Ab- 
solution, or unloosing from a bond or yoke. 
Sin is a most heavy bond or chain upon us, 
binding us down to Satan's service ; and the 
longer we are under this bond, the heavier does 
it become, until " we draw sin as it were with a 
cart rope." (See Isa. v. 18.) One sin follows 
upon another, and they are so interwoven with 
each other that they speedily become a cord too 
heavy for us to shake off. 

There is no way of avoiding this danger but 
that of confessing our sins to God, and most 
especially confessing them to Him in His holy 
house together with ail our fellow-sinners, and 
gaining God's pardon declared to us by His 
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appointed Minister. How miserable therefore 
must be the case of those who never thus seek 
His pardon ! who either never come to God's 
House at all, or take no pains to be there in 
time for the Confession and the Absolution, or 
if they do come, make it a mere useless form 
by their cold hearts and wandering thoughts. 

The rubric before the Absolution directs that 
it is to be pronounced by the Priest alone ; and 
while he is pronouncing it he is to stand. He 
is going to deliver to us a message which he 
alone has power given him from God to de- 
clare to us; and to show that he has this 
authority from God he is to stand ; and the 
people, to show their meek, humble readiness 
to receive the message, are to remain kneeling. 

This Absolution, like the Confession, is di- 
vided into three parts. 

In the first, God's Minister tells us that 
" Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, desireth not the death of a sinner, 
but rather that he should turn from his wick- 
edness and live." Before Christ came to make 
the propitiation (or sin-offering) for us, God, 
by His Prophet Ezekiel, said, "Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die? and 
not that he should return frovxi \»s> wc^ ^s^ 
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live?" (Ezek. xviii. 23.) And after that Great 
Offering had been made, He assured us by the 
mouth of His Apostle that " if any man sin, 
we have an Advocate (one speaking for us) with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
(1 S. John ii. 1.) 

And if " God spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him freely give us all things?" (Rom. 
viii. 32 :) give us the forgiveness He has 
promised, a life for the death which our sins 
deserve ? 

In the second part of this Absolution we are 
told that this forgiveness is conveyed to us by 
the mouth of God's duly appointed Ministers. 
To them He has given power and authority 
" to declare and pronounce" to all those who 
are penitent, absolution and remission of their 
sins. " As My Father hath sent Me, so send I 
you ; whosesoever sins ye remit they are remit- 
ted unto them." (S. John xx. 21, 23; also 
S. Matth. xvi. 19.) " God hath given to them 
the ministry of reconciliation now that they are 
ambassadors for Christ." (2 Cor. v. 18 — 20.) 
To declare to His people that the guilt of their 
sins, arid the punishment they deserve is " re- 
mitted," or put away from them, and that they 
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are absolved or loosed from the bondage of it. 
But this favour is granted to them on two con- 
ditions only, namely, that they truly repent 
them of their sins, and " unfeignedly believe/' 
that is, have sincere and hearty faith in all that 
God has made known and promised in His 
holy Gospel. "Repent ye, and believe the 
Gospel." (S. Marki. 15.) 

To all who have this true repentance and 
faith, this message from God, delivered through 
His Minister, is such a conveyance to them of 
His pardon, and such a comfortable assurance 
to them of their having it, as they can get in 
no other way. How thankful should we be for 
so great a blessing ! How cold, how tmthank- 
ful, how unbelieving are the greater number of 
us ! We are as it were palsied, dead in sin, 
and yet how often do we listen with careless- 
ness and indifference to the blessed message, 
" thy sins are forgiven." 

The third part of the Absolution is an ex- 
hortation to us to pray, for that repentance 
without which the pardon will not be gained, 
and also for the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
keep us in that right state of mind which will 
make our confession pleasing to God, and 
which will guide us so that " tta \«&\. <& w>& 
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life hereafter may be pure and holy, and at the 
last we may come to the eternal joy of heaven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The Rubric at the end of the Absolution is, 
" The people shall answer here, and at the end 
of all prayers, Amen." That is, " So be it," 
or, "So let it be." For such has been the 
custom of the Church at all times and in every 
place. David, speaking by the Spirit of the 
Lord, ends one of his Psalms of praise with 
this command, "and let all the people say, 
Amen," (Ps. cvi. 48.) 

And in obedience to this command, we are 
told that at the removal of the Ark of God to 
the tabernacle prepared for it, the people at 
the end of the Psalm of Thanksgiving offered 
on that occasion, " said Amen, and praised the 
Lord." (1 Chron. xvi. 36.) 

Such also we know was the custom of the 
Christian Church in the Apostles* time. (See 
1 Cor. xiv. 16.) And we are told by Chris- 
tian writers, soon after the Apostles' days, that 
so loud were the united Amens of the congre- 
gations, that they might be compared to a clap 
of thunder. 

How does this heartiness and warmth of the 
churchmen in those days put to shame the 
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coldness of those who now profess to be fellow- 
members with them ! Can we suppose that it 
is by such lukewarm worship that we can fitly 
prepare ourselves to join in that of the hea- 
venly beings, "the angels and elders " of the 
Church above, who in their never-ceasing wor- 
ship, of praise and thanksgiving, were heard by 
S. John to unite in the Amens ? (Rev. v. 14 ; 
xix. 4.) 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

He who has by true repentance and faith 
prepared himself for confession, and has with a 
believing and penitent heart made that confes- 
sion, and received God's assurance of pardon, 
may now " come boldly to the throne of grace." 
And this he may do with the more confidence, 
because he comes using the very words taught 
us by the Lord Himself, in obedience to the 
command He gave when He taught it ; " When 
ye pray, say, Our Father," &c. Therefore 
whenever we come before Him in prayer, we 
feel bound to begin or end the offering of 
prayer with this holy and perfect form. And 
because our Lord also said, "After this manner 
pray ye," we should be careful that all our 
other prayers are formed in the «&«& %^\\^> 



28 MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. 

seeking in the first place for the increase 
God's glory, then for the good of our soi 
and lastly for all that is needful for our bodi 

The Minister has done speaking to us/or G 
and now he begins again to lead the way for 
to God. Therefore he is again to kneel wl 
he says the Lord's Prayer with an audible voic 
a voice, that is, which can be heard by all I 
people, who are to continue kneeling, and 
repeat the Prayer after him, both here a 
wheresoever it is used in Divine Service. 

In this prayer we are taught that our fi 
thoughts are to be for God, and the little hone 
that we poor creatures can offer Him by pra 
ing Him and thanking Him. And we preps 
ourselves for this service of praise by here er 
ing the Lord's Prayer with the Doxology, 
form of giving glory to God. 

Our Lord appears to have taught this praj 
at two different times; and at one time 1 
added this Doxology, and at the other time 1 
omitted, or left it out, thus teaching us tl 
we might use it, or not use it as seemed m< 
fitting for the occasion. 1 

1 The Lord's Prayer itself will be more particularly 
plained elsewhere. 
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Before we rise up from our knees we pre- 
pare ourselves yet more for the service of praise 
by joining with the Minister in short petitions 
to God to help us in it. We ask Him to " open 
our lips," because though we have received His 
pardon, we are still so miserably sinful, that we 
feel, or ought to feel ourselves unworthy of so 
high an honour as that of praising Him. And 
we promise that when allowed to open them 
" our mouth shall show forth His praise." We 
then ask Him to " make haste to help us" out 
of the sin which clings to us, and to save us 
from its sad consequences. 

These short petitions are said alternately by 
the Minister and the people ; he saying one, 
and they answering, or responding to him. 
And because he and they thus answer one 
another, these sentences are called Responses. 

These four first are prayers, therefore we 
offer them on our knees. But in the four next 
we begin to praise, therefore we stand up, that 
being always considered the most fitting pos- 
ture to be in when we are praising God. 

Our first offering of praise is that peculiarly 
Christian form, called the G\otv& ^V\v> ^Cfcafc. 
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being the Latin for the words at its beginning. 
It is a form which none but the true Christian 
believer can use ; for no one who does not be- 
lieve in the Three Persons in One God can of 
course join in giving glory to Them. There- 
fore by joining in it we make a public profes- 
sion of our being true Christian worshippers. 

But most of all we should think of the high 
honour to which we are admitted in being 
allowed to give glory to this Blessed Trinity. 
As we open our lips to offer it, and then add 
" as it was in the beginning/' our hearts should 
be filled with awe and wonder that we, sinful 
creatures, should be permitted to join with 
Angels in this worship of our God. We are 
allowed to give it as it was given by them in 
the beginning ; " when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy," (Job xxxviii. 7 ;) and as it is now given ; 
and as it will ever be given by them in heaven, 
"where they rest not day nor night, saying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come." (Rev. iv. 8.) 

There is no rubric here directing us to make 
any other outward mark of respect than that 
of reverently standing ; but many pious mem- 
bers of our Church bow their heads reverently 
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while this worship to the Trinity is being 
offered. And when we see them do so, let us 
not join in the foolish idea many persons have 
that in so doing they are following a Popish 
practice, but be thankful to them for thus re- 
minding us of the humble reverence with which 
we should offer this most heavenly worship. 
But, on the other hand, if there are those 
around us who would mistake our reasons for 
ipaking the outward sign of reverence, and 
think we were bringing in new customs not 
permitted, let us forbear making this sign, and 
stir up our hearts within to a deeper and 
deeper reverence. 

Having been exhorted by the Minister to 
" Praise the Lord ;" and having answered, 
" The Lord's Name be praised," we begin to 
invite one another to sing praises and thanks- 
givings, and to worship God, and to hear His 
holy Word. And the 95th Psalm which we 
use for this purpose, is therefore called the 
Invitatory Psalm. 

Before this Psalm we find the following 
rubric, "Then shall be said or sung the Psalm 
following, except on Easter Day, upon which 
day another Anthem is appointed ; and on the 
nineteenth day of the month t\as> ^xXi^'s&xsv 



32 MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. 

is not to be read here, but in the ordinary course 
of the Psalms ;" meaning that it is not to be 
read or sung separately from the other Psalms, 
but together with them, in the same manner 
as they are either sung or said. This 95th 
Psalm being the first of those appointed for the 
nineteenth morning of the month, it would be 
a " vain repetition" to use it twice over. 

The Anthem appointed for Easter Day we 
find placed just before the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel for that day. 

THE VENITE, OR 95th PSALM. 

Ve-ni-te is the Latin for " O come ye," the 
words with which the Psalm begins. 

From the earliest times of the Christian 
Church this Psalm has been used as a suitable 
one for the beginning of a service of worship. 

The Venite is divided into three parts. In 
the first part we invite one another to " come 
and sing unto the Lord, and heartily rejoice 
in Him, and offer Him our thanksgivings." 
This we do in the first two verses, and in the 
next three we give the reasons for thus rejoic- 
ing, namely, because He is a great God and 
King, and has power and rule over every part 
of the world, both land and sea. 
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The 6th and 7th verses form the second part 
3f the Psalm. In them we invite each other to 
some and worship in prayer, falling down on our 
knees before Him ; and the reason for our doing 
so, is, — that we His people are as sheep before 
Him in our fold, the Church, and must look 
to Him the Shepherd for our pasture, for all 
the food of our souls as well as of our bodies. 

The last part of this Psalm is a warning to 
each one of us to prepare our hearts for listen- 
ing to the voice of God, that is, His holy Word 
which is shortly going to be read to us. If 
the seed of the Word fall upon hard hearts, 
such as the hearts of the Israelites too often 
were, it cannot sink into them ; neither will it 
sink deep if they are but half prepared, wishing 
only to be obedient, but not striving earnestly 
to be so ; nor will it if they are choked with 
the love of the world, with its cares, or its 
comforts. 

The forty years during which the Israelites 
grieved God with their provocations, (the sins 
by which they provoked Him in the wilder- 
ness,) are but too exact a type of our rebel- 
lious disobedience of His commands. Let us 
take heed lest their end be a t^^ w ^gnfe 
if ours, that we be not shut o\A ol oxxt ^ssfc.^ 
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heaven, as they were shut out of theirs in 
Canaan. 

The Psalm ends with the Gloria Patri, or 
Glory be to the Father, &c. And by the 
rubric which comes after this Psalm, and which 
directs that " then shall follow the Psalms in 
order as they are appointed," we are also told 
that at the end of each Psalm we are to repeat 
this Gloria Patri. Also at the end of the four 
Hymns which we use in the Morning and 
Evening Services. The reason for our adding 
it to these Psalms and Hymns is this ; they 
being all Jewish Hymns, we are, — by adding 
this Christian form of praise and faith, — to show 
that we use them all in a Christian sense, and 
not in a Jewish one. We are thus to turn 
them as it were into Christian Psalms and 
Christian Hymns, and sum them up with 
words expressing the Christian faith in the 
Holy Trinity. 

THE PSALMS OF DAVID. 

In the Preface to the Prayer Book under the 
head " The Order how the Psalter is appointed 
to be read," we are told that this Psalter, or 
Book of Psalms, " shall be read through once 
every month as it is there appointed, both for 
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Morning and Evening Prayer." And when we 
turn to that part of the Prayer Book in which 
this Psalter or Book of Psalms is placed, we 
find that there are a certain number of them 
appointed to be said each morning and each 
evening of thirty days ; " and when the month 
has thirty-one days in it, then the same Psalms 
that were read on the thirtieth morning and 
thirtieth evening shall be read again on the 
thirty-first." This repetition on the thirty-first 
day of the Psalms for the thirtieth, is a wise 
arrangement ; for if the Psalter had been di- 
vided for thirty-one days, then in those months 
which have but thirty days many of the Psalms 
would be left out altogether. 

"And whereas the 119th Psalm is overlong 
to be read at one time, it is divided into twenty- 
two portions, or parts, and so ordered that at 
one time no more than four or five portions 
shall be read." " And at the end of each por- 
tion the Hymn, Glory be to the Father, shall 
be repeated." 

These Psalms may be " said or sung." 
In the Hebrew language, that in which they 
were first written, the words were so arranged 
as to be sung in the manner we call chanting. 
This mode of singing the Psalms was \u3&<L\\s. 
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the Jewish Church, and in the early Christian 
Church, and the practice is still continued in 
our own. This custom therefore is one which 
has been in use for at least 3000 years. 

The Psalms, like the other Scriptures, were 
translated from the Hebrew into other lan- 
guages, the languages of those countries where 
Christianity was preached. When at the time 
of the Reformation, the Psalms were translated, 
or turned into the English language, the words 
were still arranged in the manner best suited to 
their being chanted. And it is this translation 
of the Psalms which we still have in our Prayer 
Book. 

While they are being said or sung, the con- 
gregation continue standing, for that is the 
most natural and fitting posture for singing 
and praising God. 

In this short explanation of the Prayer Book 
no attempt can be made to explain these Psalms 
of David. There are many expressions in them 
which are difficult even for the learned to un- 
derstand, much more for the unlearned. And 
yet there is something in their language, and in 
the holy and beautiful thoughts and prayers of 
which they are so full, that comes home to the 
heart of every one who reads or listens to them. 
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We shall be much helped in the understand- 
ng of them if we bear in mind that many of 
:hem, either in part or whole, apply to Christ. 
[n some of them there is much that we see at 
3nce must be prophecies of His sufferings and 
His glory ; and these are called prophetical 
Psalms. In others David is speaking of him- 
self and the events of his own life. But David 
n so many ways was a type of Christ, that, in 
speaking of his own trials, he was (though per- 
haps without knowing it) foretelling that which 
Christ would do and suffer. And as what 
David did and suffered was a typical prophecy 
3f Christ, so what he wrote concerning those 
his deeds and trials was also a typical prophecy 
of Christ. Therefore these Psalms may be 
called both typical and prophetical. 

A few of the Psalms are historical, that is, 
they speak of the history of what happened to 
the Israelites. But the larger number of the 
Psalms are a mixture of prayer, of praise, of 
thanksgiving, and also of instruction in our 
duty. 

Seven of them, called the Penitential Psalms, 
are almost entirely humble confessions of sin 
and earnest prayer for pardon. These are the 
6th, 32nd, 38th, 51st, 102nd, 130th, eadU3rc&\ 
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all which are appointed to be used on Ash- 
Wednesday, the day with which we begin our 
Forty Days of Lent, that time of confession and 
deep self-humiliation for our sins. 

RUBRIC RESPECTING THE LESSONS OR CHAP- 
TERS FOR THE DAY. 

" Then shall be read distinctly with an audible 
voice," (clear voice that can be heard by all pre- 
sent,) " the First Lesson, taken out of the Old 
Testament, as is appointed in the Calendar; 
except there be" other "Proper Lessons as- 
signed" (or appointed) " for that day : He that 
readeth so standing and turning himself as he 
may best be heard by all present. And after 
that shall be said or sung, in English, the 
Hymn called Te Deum Laudamus, daily through- 
out the year." 

We are now supposed to be in a right state 
of mind for listening to God's Word, — the 
Bible, or Book of Books. 

We are supposed to have confessed our sins 
with true penitence, and by that penitence, and 
by true faith to have received God's pardon, as 
pronounced to us by His Minister. We are 
farther supposed to have sought with sincerity 
and earnestness, in Christ's own*otteA«^& 



THE LESSONS FOR THE DAY. 39 

increase of God's glory, and of our own welfare, 
spiritual and temporal. And then by joining 
in the Psalms with hearts filled with faith and 
love, we have been warmest to a still increas- 
ing devotion to our God, a still greater wish 
to " perceive and know what things we ought 
to do/' 

And so now we are led to the true and only 
source whence this knowledge can be drawn, 
the Holy Scriptures. 

And first that part of the Bible is read to us 
which contains the history of God's first Church 
or people; also His commands and warnings 
to them, and the wonderful Prophecies by 
which He prepared them for the coming of 
Christ, and for the setting up of His second 
or Christian Church. In the whole of God's 
dealings with this first Church, and in His 
instructions to them He was leading them 
on to the fuller light and knowledge which 
Christ would bring into the world. In their 
history we can see them from time to time 
prepared for it ; and in the Law given to them 
we see them in two ways still more led to look 
for the greater light and help, the sure means 
of being: saved. 1st. By the Coui\s^\A\sj«cN& 
pven in that Law, (to be so sXnsfcVj <fc*sv^ 
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and so severely punished if disobeyed,) they 
were brought to feel their own inability to gain 
salvation for themselves. 2ndly. By the Sacri- 
fices appointed by that law, they had foreshown 
to them the One Great Sacrifice by which they 
were to be saved. Thus, as S. Paul tells us, 
(Gal. iii. 24,) the Law was a schoolmaster 
bringing them to Christ. And then in the 
wonderful Prophecies which God spake to them 
by His Messengers, He led them yet more 
plainly to Him Who was to be their Saviour. 

Now we, God's second Church, have also to 
be brought step by step to Christ ; and the 
oldest member of that Church, however well 
he may think he knows the lesson, has need 
constantly to be reminded of that fall which 
made us need a Saviour, and of all God's 
merciful preparations for the coming of that 
Saviour. 

Therefore year by year we are led back again 
to the beginning of God's teaching, and taken 
on regularly little by little through the whole 
of it, until we are brought at the end of the 
year to the fullest and plainest revelation of 
the promised Saviour in the prophecies of 
Isaiah. 
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THE TE DEUM LAUDAMUS. 

This most beautiful hymn, the most purely 
Christian one we have in our Service, comes in 
most fitly in this part of it. We have been 
listening to God's Lessons to His people, pre- 
paring them for the coming of Christ, and for 
His great work of redeeming them ; and we are 
going to listen to the "Gospel," or "good 
tidings" of all the Redeemer did and spake 
when He came, and how the Redemption was 
brought about. And in this hymn we acknow- 
ledge our belief in all that these Scriptures tell 
us concerning this Redemption ; we offer our 
praises for it, and our prayers that we may 
benefit by it. 

The hymn is not a Jewish one applied by us 
in a Christian sense, like the Psalms, and the 
Benedicite, and other hymns. It is one com- 
posed by a Christian Saint and Bishop, S. Am- 
brose, Bishop of Milan, in Italy, and it is 
thought to have been first used on the occa- 
sion of the baptism of one who was afterwards 
also a holy Bishop of the Christian Church, 
S. Augustine. 

The Hymn is full throughout of the chief 
articles of Christian faith. In it we ackoow- 



kriee ok bduf kGotae Fiim Erer- 
m Go* the Soar aarf Bedeaner of 
i; hi Gam the Holt Gbose, the Com- 
facta or Saocttfer of the Clank, like oar 
other Htbbs and r%akos k k stffl called by the 
Latin vordt with which k bean when written 
in thai language, — TV Dam being the latin 
for "Thee, 0~God," and Lndmmus, "We 
praise/' 

It is divided into three parts: — the first be- 
ing an act erf" praise ; the second, an acknow- 
ledgment of frith ; and the third part a prayer. 

Id the first part we join with all created 
beings in earth and heaven in praising and ac- 
knowledging the Lord of all. Not man alone 
but every created thing on earth declares God's 
praise by the wonderful way in which it is made, 
and fitted to do everything for which it was 
created. " The beasts of the field, the birds of 
the air, and tbe fishes of the sea show forth the 
glory of the Lord their Governor/' (Ps. viii.) 
" The earth filled with the fruit of His works, 
bringing forth grass for the cattle, and herb for 
tho use of raan, and bread to strengthen him," 
all teach us to praise the wisdom of that Lord 
Who made them all. (Ps. civ.) Well may 
m ny, "All the earth doth wroaY&£ TY^xJaa 
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Father everlasting." And how much more 
then should man worship Him ; man on whom 
has been bestowed the greatest care of all, to 
whom (though lower than the Angels) has been 
given the hope of being hereafter crowned with 
glory with them in heaven ! 

Not earth only and all on the earth, but 
" heaven and earth are full of the majesty of 
God's glory." "The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament showeth His handy- 
work," — not by speech or language like that 
of man, but by the wonderful manner in which 
all is ordered in them. There also do the 
Angels join in praise with the heavens and 
powers therein, "Cherubim and Seraphim," 
that is, the different orders of Angels, " con- 
tinually do cry" to the Holy Trinity, " Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth," Lord of 
the heavenly armies. With this thrice repeated 
cry they are ever worshipping the Three Per- 
sons of the Godhead. (See Isa. vi. 3 ; Rev. 
iv. 8.) Thus " heaven and earth are full of 
the majesty of God's glory." And Apostles, 
Prophets, and Martyrs also, in their paradise, 
their blest abiding place until Christ's second 
coming, — are uniting with us o\i t&tth. vcl \ka 
yraises of their Lord. 
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We now come to the second part of the 
hymn, — the acknowledgment of our faith. We 
begin it by declaring that " the holy Church 
throughout all the world doth acknowledge" 
the same Holy Trinity Whom the Angels own 
as their God and Lord. "The Father of an 
infinite," or never-ending " Majesty ;" "His i 
true and only Son," honourable, or to be 
honoured ; also " the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter." 

Having expressed the faith of the Church 
concerning the Holy Trinity, we begin to ad- 
dress ourselves more particularly to God the 
Son, first declaring our belief concerning His 
present glory and His Godhead, " Thou art the 
King of Glory, O Christ, Thou art the Ever- 
lasting Son of the Father." Then we declare 
our belief concerning all He has done for man, 
to deliver him from sin and misery, first low- 
ering Himself, even so far as to be born of a 
woman in order that He might die for him, 
and then, by dying, overcoming, taking away, 
" the sharpness" or sting " of death," and open- 
ing " the kingdom of heaven to all believers." 
Thirdly, we declare where we believe Him now 
to be, namely, at the right hand of God, 
sharing in all the glory of the ¥ktws^\ ^ 
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istly, we say what we believe He will do ; 
lamely, come again to be our Judge. 

This brings us to the third part of the hymn 
-namely, the prayer. Our belief in Christ's 
iecond Coming moves us to pray that we may 
lot lose all the benefits of His First Coming. 
We who, by Christ's death, have been re- 
leemed from a hopeless state of sin, and from 
>ur expectation of eternal misery, and have been 
:alled into His Church on earth, pray that He 
vould help His servants whom He has thus re- 
leemed ; and that thus we may be enabled so to 
ive here that we may " be numbered with His 
laints in heaven, in glory everlasting." We 
>ray to be saved in this world from that sin 
vhich will be our ruin in the next ; that as 
Christ's " heritage," or inheritors of His King- 
Jom, we may enjoy His blessing, be governed 
3y His Holy Spirit, and lifted up above the 
:emptations with which the Devil is ever sur- 
rounding us. 

We here set forth the claim on which we 
rest our hope of gaining these favours from the 
Lord. Our claim is the daily worship that a 

His Church offers in His holy house. " Day % 
by day, " that is, every day, " we m^m^^V^\ 
r praise Thy greatness and ma^eta] % " KxA^ * 



worship Thy Name, ever worid witkonfc eod.* 
Thus daily Thou act wo r shipp ed here oa earth, 
and trios we hope cnntrmgliy to whip Thee 
in hexrtXL. 

Here the thought most strike erery one, 
Can those who seldom aunt to that hone, 
or at the most come but once a week* can they 
truly saw, " Day by day we nugnify Thee?" 
Can they justly pat in this daim to the faYoar 
of the Loan ? 

Hairing pleaded our poor offering of praise 
as something which may incline the Loan to 
bear oar prayers, we renew those prayers which 
increase in earnestness as we go on. 

We pray that He will "vouchsafe" (or 
grant) as sach help as will keep as from sin 
throughout the day. 

As we are intended to come to Him each 
day, we pray for this day alone. Then, after a 
twice repeated cry for mercy, we pray that that 
mercy may " lighten," or fall down upon as, 
like as — or in proportion as — we put our trust 
in Him. This lesson that none must look 
for mercy who do not trust in the Lord is 
taught us also in the Litany. And there it is set 
before us with double force. For there, having 
f/jgff/br mercy, as we put out ttu^^^Vcoxsva- 
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diately afterwards pray that in all our troubles 
we may put our whole trust and confidence 
in Him ; so here also, looking up with confi- 
dence to Him " whose eye is ever upon the 
righteous to deliver his soul from death/' we 
end the hymn with the joyful cry of full assur- 
ance and hope, " O Lord, in Thee have I trusted, 
let me never be confounded." 

This hymn, being so completely a Christian 
one, and the two first parts of it being so full 
of acknowledgment of the Trinity, it is not 
thought necessary to end it as we do the other 
hymns, with the " Gloria Patri." 

THE BENEDICITE. 

The rubric before this hymn is, " Or this 
canticle." This rubric is a continuation of the 
one which appoints the use of the Te Deum. 
It means, therefore, that when the Te Deum is 
not sung or said, " this canticle," or " holy 
song," is to be used instead of it. It is sup- 
posed to be the song of the Three Children, or 
Jewish youths, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, (called also Ananias, Azarias, and Misael) 
while in the fire into which they were cast by 
Nebuchadnezzar. * 
There is no order of the CYiwt c& «& ^ ^oa 




Btohe 

acnuui 
Church to repeat it 
Tent and of LenL And 
matter, it seems more fitting than theTe Deam 
for those times of humiliation ; far although it 
is a hymn of prase, it is not the especial praise 
of a Christie*, In it we class ourselves with 
all the works of Cremtum, and call on each other 
to bless the Loan oar Creator. Bat thane is no 
mention in it of the more blessed works of 
Redemption and SanctificatkHL. 

Only as created works do we come before 
the Lord in this hymn ; and such is sorely a 
suitable position for us to take when we are 
humbling ourselves for that sin which brought 
man so low before he was redeemed and sanc- 
tified. 

We begin by calling on the angels, and the 
heavens in which they dwell, to praise and bless 
the Lord; and then all that those heavens 
contain — the waters above the firmament, the 
sun, the moon, and stars. 

Then we turn to the works on earth, classing 
them all after their kind — showers, dew, and 
the winds which accompany them. Fire and 
fast, winter and summer, dem wA fo>*\s,\fc& 
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and snow, nights and days, light and darkness, 
lightnings and clouds, the earth, and then all 
that is upon it — mountains, hills, and all green 
things ; wells, seas and floods, and the list of 
all inanimate works, that is, those which have 
no animal life in them. 

And then we turn to the lowest of those 
which have animal life in them, namely, whales 
and all fishes ; fowls, beasts, and cattle. 

And, lastly, we call on our fellow-men, both 
as men created for this world, and as Israel — a 
people called into the Lord's service to be His 
priests and servants. We venture to express 
our communion with the saints departed, the 
spirits and souls of the righteous already called 
to their abode of rest : and, lastly, we seek to 
join with the holy and humble ones still on 
earth, those who, like Ananias, Azarias, and 
Misael, are still going through the trials of 
faith, of temptation or enticements to sin, and 
troubles of every kind. 

As this hymn is a Jewish one, and there is 
no reference in it to the Trinity, we add to it 
our Christian acknowledgment of that Trinity, 
the " Gloria Patri." 



E 
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RUBRIC AFTER THE BENEDICITE. 

" Then shall be read in like manner (that is, 
in the same manner in which the First Lesson 
was read) the Second Lesson taken out of the 
New Testament. 

" And after that the hymn following, except 
when it shall happen to be read in the chapter 
for the day ; or when it is read as the Gospel 
for the day," as happens on S. John Baptist's 
Day. 

This hymn is in our Church Service called 
the 

BENEDICTUS, 

that being the Latin for "blessed," its first 
word. It is the hymn of Zacharias the father 
of John the Baptist, when "filled with the 
Holy Ghost," he prophesied that " the horn 
of salvation," which had been so long promised 
to men, was now " raised up in the house or 
family of David," prophesying, also, that his 
own child, which lay before him, was to be the 
prophet and forerunner of that Highest One, 
that he was born into the world to " go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways." 
fc All this had been made known X.o 7^\\^ty&& 
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when the angel came to tell him that he and 
Elizabeth would have a son. Then Zacharias 
had not believed this message from the Lord ; 
but he had learnt wisdom from affliction, and 
now was eager to make known to others the 
blessing of approaching salvation which had 
been revealed to him. 

And we, whose lips have been opened by the 
forgiveness of our sins, (see the responses after 
the Absolution,) and who have in the Second 
Lesson been hearing of the Great Light and Sal- 
vation given us, may well join with heart and 
voice in blessing the Lord God of Israel, or the 
Church, for that Day-spring from on high, 
Who hath visited us, giving us light in our 
darkness, and guiding our feet into the way of 
peace. 

The next Rubric is, " Or this Psalm, (Psalm 
c.) Jubilate Deo, O be joyful in the Lord," 
meaning that at those times when the Bene- 
dictus is not used, this hundredth psalm, may be 
sung or said instead of it. It is a short psalm 
of praise, suitable for all times but those of 
mourning. 

Both this psalm and the Benedictus are 
ended with the Gloria Patri, tot >2fcfe \a»«s*> 
before given. 
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RUBRIC BEFORE THE CREED. 

" Then shall be said or sung the Apostles' 
Creed by the Minister and all the people, stand- 
ing, except only on sucb days as the Creed of 
S. Athanasius is appointed to be read.' 9 

In this rubric there are two things to be 
observed, first, that it is to be said by all the 
people, for the plain reason that it is impossible 
for the minister to express the people's belief 
for them. He can no more believe for them 
than he can confess for them ; for how can he 
look into their hearts ? and without doing so, 
how can he tell whether they do believe all 
that is declared in this Belief ? We must each 
of us make our own confession, and we must 
each declare our own faith. " With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation." 
(Rom. x. 9, 10.) 

Secondly. We should observe that we are told 
to stand while we are declaring it. We are to 
do so to show our determination to stand firm 
to these articles of our faith, and. never to give 
up our belief in them. In one nation of Europe 
it is said to have been an old custom fov men, 
fhile repeating this Belief, to lay t\ie\r Ymita ^ 
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their swords, in token that they were ready to 
fight for the true faith. 

There is nothing said in the rubric respect- 
ing the form of turning to the east while re- 
peating the Apostles' Creed. It was so ancient 
and general a custom in the Church, that it 
was probably not thought necessary to remind 
the people of the propriety of observing it. 
But as at one time it was much given up, and 
as now because it is revived, there is a cry 
made against it by some that it is a Popish and 
superstitious ceremony, it is as well here to 
explain the fitness and reasonableness of.it. 

By it we signify that though we are profess- 
ing our faith in all the Three Persons of the 
Godhead, yet the chief object of our hope and 
trust is Christ, as our Light and our Salva- 
tion. The Prophet Malachi foretold His com- 
ing to be "the Sun of Righteousness, Who 
would arise with healing in His wings," or rays. 
And so the sun in the heavens has ever been 
looked on as a type of Christ ; and the east, 
the quarter in the heavens where the sun rises, 
is turned to, as a type of His being the great 
"Dayspring from on high," the source from 
which all our light and life \n\xst %\>tcc^ ^a 
must be our Guide through a\\ \\\e tecj^ <& ^» 



file. To Him must we look as " the Author 
and Finisher of oar &kh." 

THE APOSTLES' CREED. 

This Creed is called the Apostles* Creed, not 
only because it contains the chief truths taught 
by the Apostles, but also because there is good 
reason to believe that it was put together by 
the Apostles themselves — that it is that " form 
of doctrine," that "form of sound words/' 
that " rule," that " deposit n or treasure en- 
trusted to us, spoken of by S. Paul in his 
Epistles to the Romans, to the Galatians, and 
to Timothy. 

In this Creed we declare our faith in each 
Person of the Holy Trinity, and also concerning 
all that each has done, and is doing, for us. 
We say we believe in God the Father, and 
that He hath made us and all the world — that 
we believe in God the Son, and that He hath 
redeemed us and all mankind ; that He was 
made Man in order that He might redeem or 
get us back from the power of the enemy, by 
dying and rising again, and ascending into 
heaven ; and that He will come again to judge 
all, and prove who have, and who have not, 
0otvn themselves worthy of being Te&R»caR&. 
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We say, thirdly, that we believe in God the 
Holy Ghost, and that He sanctifieth or maketh 
holy, all the elect or chosen people of God — 
all those who have been called into the Holy 
Catholic Church; that by His sanctifying 
power He enables all belonging to that Church, 
(all who have been baptised and sanctified, 
called as God's people) to hold spiritual com- 
munion with each other; that through the 
same sanctifying power we gain Christ's for- 
giveness for all sins of which we sincerely 
repent ; and, lastly, that we believe there will 
be a resurrection of the bodv, and after it a 
life everlasting ; and that by the sanctification 
of the Holy Ghost only we can be prepared 
for it. 

Now all these truths of our Christian religion 
we learn from that Word of God to which we 
have just been listening. How well suited, 
then, does this declaration of our Faith here 
come in ! For " faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God ; and how shall 
we believe in Him of Whom we have not 
heard?" (Rom. x. 14, 17.) 
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THE CONFESSION OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
COMMONLY CALLED THE CREED OF S. ATHA- 
NASIUS. 

S. Athanasius, a holy Bishop of the Church, 
who lived between three and four hundred 
years after Christ, is not generally believed to 
have been himself the composer of this Creed. 
But because it contains a statement of two 
great doctrines of the Christian faith which he 
so nobly defended, the Creed has always borne 
his name. 

These two doctrines are, 1st, the Divine Na- 
ture and the Manhood of Christ ; 2ndly, the 
Trinity in Unity. Though plainly proved from 
Scripture, they were very early denied by the 
enemies of the Church. And the two former 
Creeds not being found a sufficient defence of 
the truth against the attacks of the enemy, it 
was judged necessary to drdw up this more 
full Confession of the Catholic Faith. And 
because there is still danger of many being led 
away from this true faith, our Church of Eng- 
land has appointed that this Creed shall be read 
on Trinity Sunday and twelve other Festivals, — 
in order that her members may be reminded 
once a month of the great nec&a&Vi <&" Y^- 
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ing this faith whole and undefiled," of believing 
faithfully the mysteries, or wonderful truths, 
of the three Persons in the One Godhead, and 
of God the Son taking upon Himself the 
nature of Man, and yet remaining as perfect 
God as He was before. These mysteries we 
cannot pretend to understand, nor should we 
dare to say so much about them, if there were 
not in all times too many persons professing 
themselves members of the Church, who would 
gladly get rid of the necessity of believing all 
that the Bible and the teachers of the Gospel 
in early times taught concerning God the Son 
and God the Holy Ghost. One person would 
gladly be excused believing one article of our 
faith ; and a second would be as glad to get rid 
of another ; till at last there would be no true 
Christian Faith left in the Church. Therefore, 
it is thought needful to repeat this Creed 
from time to time, as a reminder to us that we 
are to believe, although we cannot understand. 
And we, while we join in the repetition of it, 
should do so with the deepest feeling of fear 
and reverence ; wondering, but believing, be- 
cause we know it to be all drawn from the \ 
Word of God, even those most awful words % 
"They that have done good &\^£o\s&fe\&fe 
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everlasting, and they that have done evil into 
everlasting fire." We should not dare to take 
upon our lips such words as these, if they were 
not the words of our most loving Saviour. 
(S. Matth. xxv. 41, 46.) And while we say the 
fearful sentence that they who believe not 
rightly must perish everlastingly, our awe may 
increase, but our belief must increase also; 
knowing that we are but repeating the warning 
which Christ gave when He said, " He that 
believeth not shall be damned.' ' 

Far from feeling uncharitable, as many sup- 
pose we must do, when we repeat such words, 
the awfulness of them should lead us to pray 
the more earnestly for all in error, as well as 
for ourselves, that God " would grant us in 
this world knowledge of His truth, and in the 
world to come life everiasting. ,, 

Now begins the third part of our Service, 
that of prayer ; and most fittingly does it here 
come in after we have declared our belief, 
" for how can they call on Him in Whom they 
have not believed ?" (Rom. x. 14.) 

Before we go on to consider the remainder 
of our Daily Service, we may observe how per- 
fectly it is arranged according to the pattern 
our Lord set before us in His owiVoVj \>tojsk. 
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In that prayer He teaches us first to think of 
God's glory, and of all that we can do to set 
forth that glory. And so in all the first part 
of our Service our thoughts are directed more 
to the honour of God's holy Name, than to our 
own wants. In the Psalms and Hymns we 
have been setting forth His most worthy praise, 
and in the Lessons we have been listening to 
His holy Word, hearing of all His marvellous 
acts, and learning what we must do to show 
our thankfulness, and desire to be fit subjects 
of so great a King. 

And now we begin to ask for that which is 
requisite and necessary for ourselves ; just as 
in the second part of the petitions in the Lord's 
Prayer we are taught to ask for " those things 
that be needful both for our souls and bodies." 

RUBRIC BEFORE THE PRAYERS. 

" And after that," (meaning after the Belief,) 
" these Prayers following, ail devoutly kneeling ; 
the Minister first pronouncing with a loud 
voice, ' The Lord be with you.' To which the 
people answer, ' And with thy spirit.' " 

Now then our Service of Prayer begins, but 
not without a short preparation for it, in which 
the Minister and the people e*\>te%% \s> ^fcsSfc. 
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other that mutual charity, or love, without 
which none are fit to pray, and are reminded 
that God must have sole possession of their 
hearts, and that thoughts of the world must be 
put out of them before they kneel down in 
prayer before Him : the Minister saying, " The 
Lord be with you ;" and the people answering, 
" And with thy spirit.' ' 

And each being thus reminded of our duty 
to God and our neighbour, we kneel down: 
the Minister first by the short solemn call, 
" Let us pray," warning us again of the duty 
we are all about to perform, and therefore the 
necessity of keeping our whole heart and mind 
set earnestly upon it. By the word " us," we 
are reminded that though throughout the most 
part of these prayers the Minister alone speaks, 
yet we are ail to join with him in our hearts. 

And still further to remind us that we are to 
be as much engaged as the Minister in the 
duty, we are made in the beginning of this Ser- 
vice of prayer to take our part openly in it, 
either by offering petitions alternately with him, 
or by joining with him aloud. First, in the 
short Litany or earnest petitions for mercy to 
the Holy Trinity, we offer them alternately with 
the Minister, he saying the foal axA\fcfc\.^<JA\\& 
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people saying the second one. And then in 
the Lord's Prayer the people unite with him 
in saying it, in obedience to the rubric. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Let no one imagine that in repeating this 
prayer again he is " using a vain or useless 
repetition," and so doing that which our Lord 
told him not to do. For, 1st, we may observe 
that this prayer, if it were repeated many more 
times than it is, could never be a vain, an use- 
less repetition ; so many are the things prayed 
for in each petition, that it is difficult to bear 
ail of them in mind in one single repetition of 
the prayer, and what we have forgotten at one 
time, we may remember the next, and in this 
manner we may make sure of asking for every 
one of the blessings included in the full mean- 
ing of the prayer, and thus it becomes as it 
were each time a different prayer. 

2ndiy. We must remember that we are now 
beginning another part of our Morning Prayer, 
and each part must be sanctified and made 
acceptable to the Lord by the offering up to 
God His Son's own holy prayer. 

When we before repeated ft, ^^ *&ta& ^^ 
Doxology to it, as a preparation fox VJaa^w^s^ 
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and Hymns of praise ; now we are engaged in 
a service of prayer, and prayer only, therefore 
we leave out the Doxology. 

THE RESPONSES. 

Having, as we trust, secured God's favour, 
by this offering of His Son's prayer, we are 
prepared for the other prayers we are going to 
offer by some versicles, or little verses, in 
which are mentioned the chief subjects of each 
of those prayers ; each versicle with its answer 
containing a short petition for that which is 
more fully prayed for in its corresponding Col- 
lect or prayer. As these versicles are said al- 
ternately by the Minister and the people, he 
repeating one, and they answering him in the 
next, they are called responses, or answerings. 
As the Minister is calling the people's atten- 
tion to a recollection of all for which they are 
going to pray, he stands while he repeats these 
versicles, to show that he is calling them as 
one who has authority to do so. The people 
receive and answer the call meekly on their 
knees. 

The first versicle, with its answer, is a peti- 
tioa for mercy 7 and salvation; which are the 
blessings chiefly prayed for m \tae Coyote ^- 
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pointed for each Sunday in the Year, and for 
the week following that Sunday. In this first 
versicle and response therefore we are reminded 
of what we shall chiefly pray for in the Collect 
for the Day. 

The second versicle, with its response, is a 
preparation for the Prayers for the King or 
Queen, and the Royal Family. 

The third and fourth versicies and responses 
are a preparation for the Prayer for " the Clergy 
and people.' ' 

The fifth, "Give peace in our time, ,, &c, 
with its response, is a preparation for the Col- 
lect for Peace. 

The sixth and last prepare us for the Collect 
for Grace. 

Thus we see here, as in every other part of 
our Service, nothing is begun hastily ; all is 
done " decently and in order." 

RUBRIC AFTER THE VERSICLES. 

" Then shall follow three Collects ; the first 
for the Day, which shall be the same that is 
appointed for the Communion j 1 the second for 
Peace ; the third for Grace to live well. And 

1 The Collect for the Day is placed in \h& tt«^«^w3*. "«>&&. 
the Epistles and Gospels for each Sunday and oto«^^YE^V 
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the two last, (the Collects for Peace and for 
Grace,) shall never alter, but daily be said at 
Morning Prayer throughout all the Year." 

The rubric further directs that " all be kneel- 
ing" while these Collects and following Prayers 
are said. The people have been kneeling, and 
are to continue so. The Minister, who has 
finished his call to the people, again kneels as 
one who is praying as much for himself as for 
those whom he is leading in prayer to God, 

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY. 

This being a different one for each week of 
the year, no particular explanation of it can be 
given here. We have seen in the first versicle 
that "mercy and salvation" are the blessings 
generally speaking asked for in it. In each, 
some one particular act of mercy, or some one 
particular duty by which we may work out our 
salvation is declared to us. 

We may also generally observe that the 
Collect gives us the leading thought brought 
more fully before us in the Epistle and Gospel, 
and the First Morning and First Evening Les- 
sons for that Sunday or Saint's Day. And 
it is probably from their contents being coi- 
Jected, or gathered out of these &Qtvgtaara& NJ&ak 
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they got their name of Collects. And al- 
though neither those chapters nor the Epistle 
and Gospel come ordinarily into the week-day 
Morning Service, we shall find it profitable to 
bear this leading thought in our minds when 
daily using the Collect through the week. 

THE SECOND COLLECT, FOR PEACE. 

Our next Collect is the one for Peace, both 
spiritual and temporal, — for defence against the 
unseen enemy of our souls, who is always stir- 
ring up other enemies against us in our fellow- 
men. 

We may here observe the remarkable agree- 
ment there is in most of the Collects and 
Prayers, between the Invocation, (or form of 
calling upon God,) with which the Prayer be- 
gins, and the chief subject of the Prayer it- 
self. The one is usually so strikingly proper 
as an introduction to the other, that we can- 
not but own the agreement to be one of the 
many proofs we have of the thoughtfulnfess 
and wisdom of those who composed these 
Prayers. 

For instance, this 2nd Collect, in which the 
blessing we seek is peace, beg^us \^j toK&u^ 
upon God as the Author of Peace. 

F 
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The Prayer for our earthly Sovereign begins 
with calling upon the Lord as "High and 
Mighty, King of kings." 

That for the Clergy and people, in which 
the blessing sought is that wonder of wonders, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit in its several 
measures to all, begins *with the call to God as 
the sole worker of " great marvels." 

The Prayer for all sorts and conditions of 
men, begins with a call to Him as the Creator 
and Preserver of all mankind. 

The first part of the Collect contains the 
reasons which encourage us to ask this favour 
of God. The first reason is, that He is the 
Author of peace and concord, or agreement, 
and the lover of it. An author is one from 
whom any thought or feeling first comes, and 
the giver of it to others. God alone has per- 
fect peace in Himself, and from Him only there- 
fore can it come ; and so great is His love of 
seeing concord, or happy agreement, amongst 
men, that He will surely give it to those who 
ask for it. " When a man's ways please the 
Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him." (Prov. xvi. 70 

The second reason which encourages us to 
ask is the knowledge we \va.ve o£ Waxxv\ \fc& 
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knowledge of all He has done, and is ever 
ready to do, for us to secure to us peace in this 
world, and an eternal life of peace in the next. 
Our hope of that eternal life of peace standeth, 
or rests, on this knowledge we have of Him, 
for Jesus has told us that " this is life eternal, 
to know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ Whom Thou hast sent." (S. John 
xvii. 3.) 

The third reason is our safety in serving 
Him. In His service only is there perfect 
freedom, or deliverance from all that would 
disturb our peace here or hereafter ; and none 
have such " true freedom" from fear and dan- 
gers, none have such quiet and undisturbed 
minds, " such liberty from the bondage of sin," 
as those who are His faithful servants. 

Encouraged by these three grounds of hope 
we begin our petition for that defence which 
will secure us peace. And in order to gain 
a favourable hearing of our greEit Defender, 
we come before Him as His humble servants, 
and ask Him to defend us " in all assaults," or 
attacks, of our enemies. We must here re- 
member that we do not pray to be defended 
from the assaults, that is, we do tvo\» \rcwj NJ&ak 
we way never be attacked , for thai \a \x\src^ >&«&> 
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God has promised, and more than we can ex- 
pect while wc are in a world of trial and of 
strife. But we pray that in the attack we may 
be so defended as not quite to fall and be over- 
come by it ; and this we may confidently ask, 
for whether it be "persecution, or famine, or 
sword, we may in all these things be more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us." (See 
% Rom. viii. 37) We further pray that our 
knowledge of God as the God of peace and the 
Mighty One may make us so surely trust in 
His defence as not to fear the power of any 
adversaries. And then this inward peace we 
shall most surely have. With the Prophet we 
may say, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee." (Isa. xxvi. 3.) 

Having made our petition for defence, and 
trust, and peace, we end the Collect with a de- 
claration* of the means by which alone we can 
obtain it, namely, through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

He to Whom all power is given in heaven 

and in earth can defend us by that power ; and 

through His intercession, or prayer, for us at 

the right hand of God, we must alone look for 

a favourable answer to tYiis aoAsJ\ oxtt^rajw^ 
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All must be offered in His Name in full faith 
that all will then be accepted for His sake, be- 
cause that He Himself has said, " Whatsoever 
ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do." 
(S. John xiv. 13.) 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR GRACE. 

In the last Collect we prayed for peace ; 
peace with our outward and our inward enemies. 
In this next we pray for that grace by which 
both may be turned from us, and peace re- 
stored to us. After the example of S. Paul, 
(see 2 Cor. i. 2, and Gal. i. 3,) we join grace 
and peace together, for grace alone can make 
peace true and lasting. 

This Collect, like almost all the others, is 
divided into two parts, besides the concluding 
mention of the Mediator through Whom we 
offer our prayer. 

The first part of this Collect contains two 
acknowledgments, — one stating what God is, 
the other what He has done for us. The 
second part contains the prayer. 

First, in the words, " O Lord our Heavenly 
Father, Almighty and Everlasting God," we 
acknowledge His love, and power, axx& tX&rcto) . 
His love for us was shown in UkVc^ >as> Xa^ 
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His children, and letting us call Him "Fa- 
ther ;" by the title " Almighty," we declare 
His power; and by that of " Everlasting," we 
declare His eternity. 

2ndly. We acknowledge another proof of 
His love in the care He takes of us ; He " has 
safely brought us to the beginning of this 
day. ,, 

In full confidence therefore in His all-power- 
ful and loving providence over us, we go on in 
the second part of the Collect to pray Him to 
defend us in this same day to which we have 
been brought ; and the defence we seek is the 
" mighty power " of His grace or Holy Spirit. 
The favours we ask Him to " grant," are 
firstly, that we may " not fall into any sin," 
that through the day we may be enabled by 
His "mighty power" to withstand all tempta- 
tions that may beset us in it ; secondly, we ask 
that we may, by the same power, be prevented 
from running wilfully into any outward " dan- 
ger" of Committing sin. But it is not enough 
to escape doing evil, it should be our earnest 
desire to be ever doing good ; and so our next 
petition is that " all our doings during the day 
may be ordered by the governance" of God's 
grace, for it is by that pcwet ^^ \x\m%\. >&* Vk 
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to do that which is righteous and acceptable in 

His sight, Who is to be the Judge of all our 

works. And this grace we ask through Jesus 

Christ, of Whose " fulness we receive grace 

for grace.' ' (S. John i. 16.) 

Now let us observe, in this Collect as well as 
in the last, (and the same may be said of all 
our Church prayers,) how much every part of 
it has the authority of Scripture. The words 
themselves may not be taken from the Bible, 
as is the case with the Psalms, and Hymns, 
and Responses; but the sense of each acknow- 
ledgment we make, and each petition we of- 
fer is grounded on what Scripture tells us. 
For does not Christ Himself tell us that 
"One is our Father in Heaven?" (S. Matth. 
xxiii. 9;) and does He not Himself teach us 
to call on God as " our Father ?" And this 
Father S. Paul assures us is " the Lord Ah 
mighty, Who will receive us as His sons and 
daughters." (2 Cor. vi. 18.) And this God, 
we learn from David, is " from everlasting to 
everlasting." (Psalm xc. 2.) 

And in our next acknowledgment, " that He 
has safely brought us to the beginning of this 
day," are we not expressing the same truth that 
David and Jeremiah confessed ^N\\ew. W\& *s*a 
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said, " I laid me down and slept, I awaked, for 
the Lord sustained me," (Ps. iii. 5 ;) and the 
other, " It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not consumed, because His compassions fail 
not, they are new every morning ?" (Lam. 
iii. 22, 23.) 

Again, when we pray to be defended by His 
mighty power, we are looking as David did to 
" the Lord as our defence, to our God as the 
rock of our refuge." (Pg. xciv. 22, also xxxi. 
2.) When we say, " Grant that we fall into 
no sin," we are with him saying, " Hold Thou 
up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not." (Ps. xvii. 5.) And when we add, 
" neither run into any kind of danger," we are 
but praying as our Saviour taught us to pray, 
" Lead us not into temptation." 

Lastly, when we add, " that all our doings 
may be ordered by Thy governance to do al- 
ways that is righteous in Thy sight," we are 
again saying with the Psalmist, " Hold Thou 
me up and I shall be safe, and I will have re- 
spect unto Thy statutes continually," (Ps. cxix. 
117;) for " the steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord." (Ps. xxxvii. 23.) To which we 
may in our hearts conclude with the Apostle's 
prayer, "Now the God of peace xaa&e \» ^- 
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feet in every good work to do His will, work- 
ing in us that which is well pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ. Amen." (Heb. 
xiii. 20, 21.) For "whatsoever we do in word, 
or deed, we must do all in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus." (Col. iii. 170 Therefore we all 
add aloud with full trust and confidence our 
" Amen," or So let it be. 

THE RUBRIC AFTER THE COLLECT FOR 
GRACE. 

" In Quires or Places where they sing, here 
followeth the Anthem," or Hymn. 

Here then is a break in our service of prayer. 
We have in the Lord's Prayer, the Responses, 
and the Collects, been praying for ourselves. 
In the prayers that follow we are going to pray 
for others. And by being called on to rise 
from our knees and sing to the Lord, we are 
reminded of the division, — of the difference be- 
tween what we have been doing, and what we 
are about to do. 

THE SECOND RUBRIC AFTER THE THIRD 
COLLECT. 

" Then these five Prayers follow^ *k^ to V«, 
read here, except when the L&tacp} \^\<s^«A 
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then only the two last are to be read, as they 
are there placed.' ' 

These five Prayers are, 1st. A Prayer for 
the King's (or Queen's) Majesty. 2nd. A 
Prayer for the Royal Family. 3rd. A Prayer 
for the Clergy and people. 4th. A Prayer of 
S. Chrysostom. 5th. The Blessing. 

The first three of these Prayers are left out 
when the Litany is read, because in that Litany 
we pray for all these three classes of persons ; 
and it would therefore be a truly "vain," or 
needless, repetition to pray for them here, and 
again in the Litany. 

PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN'S (OR KING'S) 
MAJESTY. 

Of all those for whom we are bound to pray 
there is none who more needs our prayers than 
the Sovereign, or chief ruler of our country ; for 
none is more exposed to trial and danger both 
spiritual and temporal, nor is there any who 
has greater duties to perform. Most fitly then 
do we begin our prayers for others with one 
for the Sovereign (whether King or Queen) 
reigning over us. And in placing this prayer 
first, the holy men who at the time of the 
Reformation arranged and ^xote owt CtaxmJcL 
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Prayers, were not only led by their own judg- 
ment and feelings, but remembered the words 
of S. Paul to Timothy, " I exhort that first of 
all supplications, prayers, intercessions, giving 
of thanks be made for all men ; for kings and 
for all that are in authority ; that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty.' ' 

They remembered that " there is no power 
but of God, the powers that be are ordained of 
Him," (Rom. xiii. 1,) and that "the Lord, the 
great King over all the earth, ,, (Ps. xlvii. 2,) 
" removeth kings and setteth up kings." (Dan. 
ii. 21.) They believed that "the king's heart 
is in His hand as the rivers of water, He turneth 
it whithersoever He will," (Prov. xxi. 1,) and 
that therefore our best means to insure our 
being rightly governed by them was to pray 
for them. 

To this High and Mighty One therefore 
they taught us to come with, first, a confession 
of His goodness, His greatness, and of His 
providence over all; and then with petitions 
for the gift of spiritual, temporal, and eternal 
blessings to the Sovereign ruling over us. 

First, in the words, " O Lobj> ovrc tasw^oki 
Father/ 9 we acknowledge Go\>^ ^y*&fcRS*^ 
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shown by His taking us for His children, and 
by His unceasing Fatherly care over us. Then 
in the titles we give Him, " High and Mighty, 
King of kings, the only Ruler of princes," we 
acknowledge His greatness ; and lastly, by add- 
ing "Who dost from Thy throne behold all 
the dwellers upon earth," we own that " He 
that is higher than the highest regardeth," 
(Eccles. v. 8,) "His eyes are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good/' (Prov. xv. 3,) 
and that to Him the highest Sovereign and 
lowest subject on earth must give account, 
the one of his rule, and the other of his due 
submission. 

As therefore the religion, the peace, and 
the happiness of the nation depend so much 
on the character of our Sovereign, " most 
heartily'' should we "beseech" the Lord and 
Guide of all to look "with favour" on our 
most gracious Sovereign, and grant her the 
following blessings, — 1st, that she may be so 
replenished, or ever more and more supplied, 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, as to be 
always inclined to God's will, her heart be 
continually set upon obeying that will, and so 
be ever walking in His ways. The greater the 
dJ/Eculties that beset her \u Yiet cowxsfe* >&*& 
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more help she needs, and so we make a double 
petition for this heavenly help, and go on to 
say, "Endue," that is, fill her mind, "plen- 
teously," or plentifully, " with heavenly gifts," 
gifts such as Solomon prayed for when he be- 
came king, — namely, wisdom, counsel, under- 
standing, justice, courage, and strength of mind, 
" an understanding heart to judge the people." 
(1 Kings iii. 9.) 

2,ndly. As we are praying for another and 
not ourselves, we venture to ask that for her 
which Solomon did not ask for himself, namely, 
"health, wealth, and a long life ;" and that she 
may be so strengthened as to be enabled to 
" vanquish," that is, conquer, " and overcome 
all her enemies." Of these earthly blessings, 
"wealth," or welfare and prosperity, is not 
one which we are commonly' permitted to ask 
for, but the Sovereign's* wealth may be prayed 
for, as without it she cannot have the means 
of guarding her subjects from enemies, or main- 
taining peace, truth, and justice among the 
people committed to her charge. 

But " what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?" .Remembering tYi\a, to w&s&a&fe nk<S^ 
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a third petition that " after this life" she may 
" attain," or reach to, " everlasting joy and 
felicity," or happiness, " through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

PRAYER FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

Our next thought must be for the family of 
the Sovereign, both for that Sovereign's sake, 
and for our own. 

If we love our King or Queen we must, for 
his or her sake, desire the welfare of all those 
who are near and dear to them. And if we 
consider how much a nation is either benefited 
or injured by the good or bad example set by 
the Royal Family, we shall desire to pray for 
them for our own sakes. And most especially 
are we bound to pray for the heir to the crown, 
the prince who is likely, in the natural course 
of things, to be the future sovereign of the 
land ; for on his character and conduct the 
whole future happiness of the nation depends. 
Therefore, whenever there is, — as is the case 
now, — a prince who is heir to the crown, that 
prince is especially named by us, and his prin- 
cess, also, as one in whom we have equal in- 
terest. As we prayed for the parent, so we 
pray for the son, " Give tVie Vm^ TV^j yaA& 
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ments, O God, and Thy righteousness unto 
the king's son." (Ps. lxxii. 1.) "Give him 
a perfect heart, to keep Thy commandments." 
(1 Chron. xxix. 19.) 

We begin this prayer with an acknowledg- 
ment of the "Almighty God" being the " Foun- 
tain," or spring, from Whom " all goodness " 
flows. To that " Fountain of Life " we again 
come seeking blessings spiritual, temporal, and 
eternal. 

First, we pray for their spiritual blessings in 
this world, making (as we made for our sove- 
reign) a double petition for these spiritual bless- 
ings, as being more needful than any temporal 
ones. "Endue (or supply) them with Thy 
Holy Spirit, enrich them with Thy heavenly 
grace." Great are the trials and temptations of 
the young in these high ranks of life ; greatly, 
therefore, do they require to be " enriched " 
(Heb. iv. 16) with strength from God to with- 
stand those temptations. But we " come boldly 
unto the throne of grace," for them " to find 
grace to help them in the time of need," 
knowing that " God is able to make all grace 
abound toward " them. (2 Cor. ix. 8.) 

Secondly, we pray for their temporal or 
worldly welfare, " prosper tYirav wftv ^\*s^x- 
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ness." And this we may pray for confidently 
after we have sought spiritual help for them, 
because " the Lord will be with them and 
prosper them if they take heed to fulfil the st* 
tutes " and commandments of God. (1 Chron. 
xxii. 11, 13.) 

Lastly, we pray for their eternal happiness, 
" and bring them to Thine everlasting kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
(1 S. Pet. v. 10.) So be it. May " the God of 
all grace, Who hath called us unto His eternal 
glory, by Christ Jesus, stablish " them. May 
He " deliver them from every evil work, and 
preserve them unto His heavenly kingdom;" 
(2 Tim. iv. 18;) and "an entrance be minis- 
tered unto them abundantly into that everlast- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." (2 S. Pet. i. 11.) 

PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE. 

" Brethren, pray for us ;" (2 Thess. iii. 1 ;) 
"helping together by prayer for us;" (2 Cor. 
i. 11;) " that the Word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified." These were the 
requests of S. Paul in his Epistle to his Chris- 
tian converts at Thessalonica and at Corinth ; 
and in this request he plainly mV\\aate& to «& 
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Christians the duty of praying for the pastors 

or shepherds of their souls, those who were 

"set over them in the Lord," to "watch for 

their souls, and have the rule over them." 

(Heb. xiii. 17.) 

And in compliance with this repeatedly ex- 
pressed desire of the apostle it has always been 
the custom in every Christian Church to offer 
up earnest supplications for the bishops, or 
chief shepherds, under Christ, of His flock on 
earth ; and for the curates appointed by those 



By curates are meant all those who are or- 
dained by the bishops to have the cure or charge 
of any part of that flock over whom those bishops 
have chief rule. And very heartily should we 
pray for them, and for those committed to their 
charge, when we think of the fearful eternal 
rain that may come on all through any neglect 
on either side ; through any mistake or omis- 
sion of the minister who has the charge ; or 
through the carelessness and disobedience of 
those placed under that charge. 

In the first part of this prayer we acknow- 
ledge as usual, first what God is, and then 
what He has done. We acknowled^ Hyccl *& 
the "Almighty and everlasting Go\>" <& ^v% 

G 
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and then we confess that He " alone worketh 
great marvels," or wonders. 

And the marvels we are more particularly 
led to think of in this prayer are great indeed, 
no less than " the pouring out of His Spirit 
upon all flesh;" which great marvel began 
first on the Day of Pentecost, and has been going 
on continually in the Church of Christ from 
that day to the present. By that great marvel 
Christ's power was given to the Apostles, not 
to be possessed by themselves only, but to be 
conveyed by them on to others who were some 
to be their helpers, and some their successors 
as Apostles or Bishops of the Church. And 
the marvel did not end here ; the miracle of 
the gift of God's Spirit was to be wrought 
on all members of the Church to the end of 
time, through the Bishops and Pastors of that 
Church. 

And it is for a continuance of this marvel 
that we first pray, " Send down upon our 
Bishops and Curates, and all congregations 
committed to their charge the healthful 
Spirit of Thy Grace." And this, wonderful 
as it is, we may confidently ask, remembering 
God's promise of old to His Church, " I will 
pour water upon him that \s t\nx%Vi'i*^taafo 
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upon the dry ground ; I will pour My Spirit 
upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thy off- 
spring, and they shall spring up as among 
the grass, as willows by the water courses." 
(Isa. xliv. 3, 4.) Each child baptized into the 
Church is a seed sown in God's ground, and 
watered by the Holy Spirit; and each one 
who, as he grows up, thirsts after this water of 
life, receives a fresh supply as often as he 
comes to the " Fountain of Life." 

Having said for whom we ask this favour of 
God, (namely, the Bishops, Curates, and con- 
gregations,) we next state why we ask it, and 
for what purpose we believe this Spirit of 
God's grace to be given ; it is given " that all 
may truly please Him," that " they may walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work." (Col. i. 10.) 

But it is not only by great outpourings of 
the Spirit, such as are given to all at Baptism, 
and Confirmation, and to Ministers at their 
Ordination, that God makes all, (both Minis- 
ters and congregations,) "perfect in every 
good work to do His will." (Heb. xiii. 21.) 
It is also, and still more by " the dew," the 
" small rain " of the Spirit d^\Vj o\A^y&s& V^ 
means of daily prayer, and da\\^ ^Xvv^J *& ^&fc 
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Word of God, and frequent partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, that each is made perfect and 
" fruitful unto every good work" appointed for 
each to do. Therefore we go on to ask that God 
will "pour upon them the continual,' 9 never 
ceasing, "dew of this blessing" from on high. 
We have made our petitions ; we end our 
prayer by bringing before God our reasons, 
our good ground, for hoping that our petitions 
will be granted. It is, that by their being ] 
granted, " the honour" of our great " Advo- 
cate and Mediator" will be advanced. For if 
Christ's Church, His Ministers and His flock 
are fulfilling all the good pleasure of God, and 
the work of faith with power, the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, (the Head of that Church,) 
must be glorified thereby. Therefore unworthy 
as we are to be heard on our own account, we 
trust that for His sake our request will be 
granted. Amen. So be it. 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS UPON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 

To be used before the two fined Prayers of the Litany, or 
of Morning and Evening Prayer. 

The prayer which follows that for the Clergy 
JUKlJ?eople in the Prayer Book \& vY^^rayst <& 



PRAYERS FOR THE EMBER WEEKS. 85 

S. Chrysostom. But if we look farther on in 
the Prayer Book, we shall find after the Litany 
many Prayers and Thanksgivings to be used at 
such times as it is thought fit and necessary. 
And as the rubric directs that whenever they 
are used, they shall be so before the two final 
or last prayers of the Morning and Evening 
Prayer; that is, before the Prayer of S. Chry- 
sostom ; we will now consider the purpose and 
sense of such of these Occasional Prayers as 
are most commonly used. 

After Prayers " For Rain," " For Fair Wea- 
ther," " In Time of Dearth or Famine," " In 
the Time of War and Tumults," " In the Time 
of any common (or general) Plague or Sick- 
ness," we come to two Prayers to be said " In 
the Ember Weeks, every day, for those that 
are to be admitted," or taken, "into Holy 
Orders." 

PRAYERS FOR THE EMBER WEEKS. 

The Ember Weeks, or the weeks before the 
Sundays appointed for the Ordination of Mi- 
nisters, have always been set apart as times of 
solemn prayer and fasting in the Church. 

The name Ember, (or ashes,) was given to 
them because in the early times oi \tafe OmmsSsl 
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it was the custom for persons at any season of 
fasting and of very earnest supplications to 
sprinkle themselves with ashes, as a token of 
deep humility and sense of their unworthiness. 
And though this custom is now discontinued, 
we are by the name still reminded of the great 
duty to which all members of the Church, but 
especially her Ministers, are at these times 
called. 

By the " Ordination of Ministers " is meant 
the ordaining or appointing men to the holy 
ministry of the Church ; and consecrating oi 
setting them apart as holy to the Lord ; con- 
veying to them, by prayer and the laying on o 
hands, the gift of the Holy Spirit for th 
sacred work of the Ministry. This rite of or 
dination is performed by the Bishops of th 
several dioceses or bishoprics in the kingdom 8 
four different seasons of the year, namely, th 
2nd Sunday in Lent, Trinity Sunday, and th 
Sundays following the Wednesdays after Sef 
tember 14th and December 1 3th. (See Prefac 
to Prayer Book.) And as from the practia 
and from the writings of the Apostles and thei 
successors, we learn that none but Bishops ha 
power and authority to ordain, so none but 
Bishop is, in our Church, a\towe<i to ox^ycl. 
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There being four Ordination Sundays in the 
year, there must consequently be four Ember 
Weeks, weeks of holy preparation for each of 
those Sundays. During those weeks the Bishops 
and their Clergy are engaged in examining those 
* who are to be ordained, and in deciding whether 
they are or are not fit for the holy and important 
work which they wish to undertake. And dur- 
ing that week all, on certain days, were re- 
quired to fast, that is, to keep from all food 
but such as is quite needful to them ; but 
especially all are praying earnestly that God 
will help and guide the Bishops, and those 
persons who are preparing themselves for the 
Ministry* 

And surely we, who may hereafter be under 
the spiritual care of these persons, are as much 
interested in this great work of preparation for 
the ordination as they themselves are who are 
being prepared. Therefore we are every one 
of us bound to join with them in hearty prayer 
for them throughout the week. 

Before we consider the prayers themselves, 
we should understand something about this 
ministry to which these persons are going to 
be ordained, — for if we do not, we can hardly 
understand the prayers. 
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1st. Why are there different orders or ranks 
of these ministers' of Christ? 2ndly. Why 
are there three of these orders ? And 3rdly. 
Why are these orders called by the names 
given them ? 

One answer is sufficient for the two first 
questions, — namely, that God in His first 
Church, the Church of the Jews, and Christ 
when He was on earth, and His Apostles after- 
wards by His guidance, all pointed out plainly 
that there should be different ranks of ministers 
and that they should be three in number. 

In the Jewish Church, God appointed a 
High Priest, Priests, and Levites. 

Christ, when He was in the world making 
preparations for the setting up of the Christian 
Church, was Himself the High Priest and Head 
of it here on earth. And He appointed to act 
under Him first the Twelve Apostles, and after- 
wards He added the Seventy Disciples, — thus 
still keeping to the three ranks. 

After Christ's Ascension, when He could 
no longer be the visible Head of the Church on 
earth, the Apostles, by His appointment, took 
His place as the chief spiritual rulers of the 
Church. They were the first Bishops of it, 
for the meaning of the word Karaite is a 
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Missionary Bishop, that is, a Bishop sent out 
into all lands to deliver the message of the 
Gospel. 

And as soon as the Christian Church in a 
place was sufficiently advanced and settled to 
allow of a regular government of it being set 
up in that place, we find that the Apostles 
ordained Bishops who were not like themselves 
to be missionary ones, but to remain each of 
them in one city, or part of a country, to be 
the head of the Church in that place, (See 
Acts xiv. 23.) " And when they had ordained 
them elders in every Church, and had prayed 
with fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord on Whom they believed." 

And besides these Bishops we find that the 
Apostles ordained, first Deacons, for the 3rd 
order, (see Acts vi.) and afterwards Presbyters 
or Elders, as a second order between the Bishops 
and the Deacons. And from Epistles not found 
in the Bible, but written by holy men who had 
been ordained Bishops by the Apostles, we 
learn that these Presbyters began in a short time 
to be called Priests. For although they did 
not, as the Jewish Priests, offer sacrifices of 
animals, yet their duty was to offer the sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving, arul staw^ ^ \s^ 
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the Sacrament of the Loed's Supper to offer 
to God that which was the sign or symbol of 
Christ's Great Sacrifice. 

And from those early times of the Christian 
Church this second order of the ministry has 
always kept the name of Priests. 

The Epistles of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, 
speak very plainly of these three orders of 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. In one of them 
Ignatius distinctly says, "without Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons there can be no Church." 
And as be was the friend of S. John, and must 
from him have learnt " those things pertaining 
to the" Church, or "Kingdom of God," of 
which Christ spake to His Apostles before 
His Ascension, we cannot well refuse to belief 
the truth of this holy Bishop's words. 

FIRST PRATER FOR EMBER WEEK. 

We begin this prayer by bringing befor 
God two claims for a favourable answer to ou 
request. 

1st. We call upon Him as "our Heavenl 
Fathbb," trusting that as He has shown Hi 
love for us by taking us for His children, 8 
He will continue to show it by granting us thi 
for which we ask* 
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2ndly. As we are going to pray for those 
who are to watch over the Church, we mention 
God's purchase of that Church by the precious 
Blood of His dear Son. (See Eph. v. 25 ; 
Acts xx. 28.) We do so in full trust that 
what He has bought at so great a price He will 
surely be ready to preserve in His own ap- 
pointed ways. 

We have seen that one of these appointed 
ways is the placing a Ministry, that is, an 
order of His especial servants to watch over 
His people, and keep them if possible out of 
the power of the enemy, who is always ready 
to attack them. 

For this Ministry therefore we begin to pray 
in the following words, " Mercifully look upon 
the same" Church which Thou hast pur- 
chased, "and at this time so guide and go- 
vern the minds of the Bishops and Pastors 
(or Shepherds) of Thy flock, that they may 
lay hands suddenly on no man, but faith- 
fully and wisely make choice of fit persons to 
serve in the sacred (or holy) Ministry of Thy 
Church." 

" Lay hands suddenly on no man," that is, 
do not hastily and without due examination 
irdain any one to the Mim&tt^ \ \Jcas>^wa> ^s&& 
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of S. Paul's instructions to Timothy whom he 
had ordained Bishop of Ephesus. And re- 
membering this precept of S. Paul, we pray 
for our Bishops that they may not ordain any 
suddenly or hastily, without searching, as far 
as one man can search into the heart of ano- 
ther, into the minds of those who have come 
to them to be ordained. "The Lord alone 
knoweth" certainly "the hearts" of those 
men ; and wq must not expect Him to show 
now by a miracle which He would have chosen 
for the Ministry. But He can give the Bishops 
wisdom and discernment in finding out the 
characters and talents of those who come to be 
examined. It is for this that they, and all en- 
gaged in this preparation for ordination are 
praying. Let us, by praying also for them, do 
all we can to secure the gift they seek. 

Let us with our whole hearts pray "that 
they may faithfully and wisely make choice of 
fit persons to serve in the sacred (or holy) Mi- 
nistry of God's Church." 

Having prayed for the Bishops, we go on to 

seek God's blessing for " those which shall be 

ordained (or appointed) to any holy function," 

or office in the Ministry, whether it be the 

function or office of a Priest, ot VYvafc <A ^\te^~ 
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con. We pray that to them God will " give 
His grace and heavenly benediction," or bless- 
ing, " that both by their life and doctrine," or 
teaching, " they may set forth His glory, and 
set forward the salvation of all men, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

There, as in all our prayers, the glory of 
God is what we must first think of. This is 
what our Saviour teaches us when He says, 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven." (S. Matth. v. 16.) 
And S. Paul, " Whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God." (1 Cor. x. 31.) By the 
"good works" of holy living and holy teaching 
these Ministers are to glorify God. And by 
these same "good works" they will "set for- 
ward," or help on, "the salvation of all men" 
committed to their charge. As S. Paul says 
to Timothy, they are to be "an example to 
the believers," or Christians, " in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity," (1 Tim. iv. 12, 16,) " a pattern of good 
works." (Titus ii. 70 

And not only by their life, but by their doc- 
trine, or teaching, they are to set forth God's 
glory, and set forward men's b&to>l\wi, vvT \^5&a 
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heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine," says 
S. Paul, " rightly dividing the word of truth." 
(2 Tim. ii. 15.) 

We might well say, " who is sufficient for 
these things ?" (2 Cor. ii. 16,) if we did not 
know that " their sufficiency is of God." (2 Cor. 
iii. 5.) And that sufficiency is to be sought by 
prayer. Let us then pray for them " with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, that ut- 
terance may be given unto them to open thgir 
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of 
the Gospel," (Eph. vi. 19 ;) and that " God may 
make them able Ministers of the New Testa- 
ment," or Covenant. (2 Cor. iii. 6.) Thus we 
may be assured our salvation will be set for- 
ward, for Jesus Christ, through Whom we 
offer our prayer, " will have ail men to be saved 
and brought unto the knowledge of the truth." 
(1 Tim. ii. 4.) 

SECOND PRATER FOR EMBER WEEK. 

In this second prayer we pray only for those 

who are going to be ordained. Therefore it 

seems the most suitable one to be offered at 

the end of the. week, when the Bishops may be 

supposed to have decided ou the persons who 

are fit to be ordained. 
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In it we acknowledge the Almighty God to 
be the Giver of all good gifts ; for as S. James 
says, " Every good gift and every perfect gift 
cometh down from the Father of lights." 
(S. James i. 17.) And if evil men " know how 
to give good gifts unto their children, how much 
more shall our Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask Him/' (S. Matth. 
vii. 11.) And most especially that gift which 
Christ ascended up on high to send down, 
namely, a succession of " apostles, pastors, and 
teachers" for the Ministry of His Church. 
(Eph. iv. 8, 11—13.) 

We also acknowledge that God of " His Di- 
vine Providence," or care for the Church, has 
"appointed divers orders," or ranks of minis- 
ters, in that Church. 

After making these two acknowledgments, 
we go on to offer the same petitions for them, 
(though in somewhat different words,) as we 
offered in the first prayer. We ask that they 
may be so " replenished," or filled afresh, " with 
the truth of God's doctrine, and -so endued with 
innocency of life, that they may faithfully serve 
before Him to the glory of His great Name, 
and the benefit of His holy Church." 



THE FRAYER FOR THE HIGH COUST OF 
PARLIAMENT. 

S* Paul when exhorting Timothy to ham 
prayers and supplications offered up for kings 
added, " and for all that are in authority ;" fa 
all, that is, on whom rests any part of the dut] 
of preserving rule and order in any place a 
country. Accordingly in the Litany we prai 
at all times for the Lords of the Queen's Coon 
cil, and for all others of rank and authority ii 
the kingdom. 

But there are some who at certain time 
more especially need our prayers, namely, thos< 
who meet together to propose and pass sucl 
new laws as are thought fit and necessary 
This assembly of lawgivers is called the Par- 
liament, and consists of two bodies called " the 
House of Lords, and the House of Commons/ 
with the Queen as head over all ; for without 
her consent no law can become a law to be 
obeyed. 

Now we must all feel that this duty of mak- 
ing, and re-making laws is a very serious and 
responsible one. Those engaged in it are an- 
swerable for the increase or decrease of peace, 
Justice, and true religion \n ttie V\\i£fom. Kxv* 



PRAYER FOR THE PARLIAMENT. 97 

they cannot hope to perform it successfully 
unless they seek wisdom from above; for 
" there can be no wisdom or counsel against 
the Lord." 

To the " most gracious God" then we come, 
"humbly beseeching Him as for/' and not 
roily for " the kingdom in general" for whom 
the laws are made, but " so especially for the 
High Court of Parliament, under our most 
religious and gracious Queen at this time as- 
sembled." 

Here we must remember that when we call 
our Queen "most religious," we mean that 
she is the protector, "the nursing mother" 
(Isa. xlix. 23) of a religion which we believe to 
be the most pure and perfect of any. 

After this preface' we go on to make our 
petition, which is " that God will be pleased to 
direct and prosper all the consultations " of this 
Parliament " to the advancement of His glory, 
the good of His Church, and the safety, honour, 
and welfare of our Sovereign and her domin- 
ions." By which is meant that God will so 
rule the hearts and understandings of the per- 
sons who form the Parliament as to make 
them consider seriously and fairly the conse- 
gaences of the Jaws proposed to \>fc \a»ita* «&. 

H 
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not persist in proposing, or give their consent 
to any law that will not be to the glory of God, 
the good of the Church, or the safety and 
honour of our country. We then repeat the 
petition, praying that " all things may be so 
ordered and settled by their endeavours upon 
the best and surest foundations, that peace and 
happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety 
may be established among us for all genera- 
tions. " 

Here, though we first pray for peace and hap- 
piness, we immediately ask also for that from 
which peace and happiness can alone spring, 
namely, truth and justice, religion and piety. 
" Righteousness exalteth a nation," (Prov. xiv. 
34,) that only can bring it peace and prosperity. 
Therefore we must pray that our laws may be 
founded on the principles of " the statutes and 
judgments which the Lord hath commanded 
us." (Deut. iv. 5.) We must pray that the 
nation's laws may so agree with God's laws, 
that in keeping the one the other shall not be 
broken ; that they may be such as shall secure 
not only our own happiness, but that of those 
who come after us for generations to come. 
We must pray that by t\vem "tkete be no 
complaining in our streets," ot\^&\"\^Wi^ 
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that people that is in such a case, yea, happy 
is that people whose God is the Lord." (Ps. 
cxliv. 15.) 

"These and all other necessaries," or things 
needful for the happiness " of them," (the Par- 
liament, Queen, Lords, and Commons,) "for 
us, the people, and for the whole Church, we 
humbly beg in the Name and mediation of 
Jbsus Christ, our most blessed Lord and 
Saviour." 

Amen. So be it. For God " will supply all 
our need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jrsus." 

THE COLLECT OR PRAYER FOR ALL CONDI- 
TIONS OF MEN, 

To be used at such times when the Litany is not appointed 
to be said. 

Although we find this prayer amongst the 
occasional ones, it can hardly be said to be one 
in the same sense that the others are which we 
have been considering. For it is to be said 
not on particular occasions as those are, but 
daily, morning and evening throughout the 
year, excepting at those times when the Litany 
is said, which, as a general rule, is on Sunday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mortar^. 0\i ^&kb& 
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three mornings of the week, and at any other 
time when the Ordinary, that is the Bishop, 
shall order the Litany to be read, this prayer 
is left out. It is so for the same reason there 
was for leaving out the Prayers for the Queen, 
the Royal Family, and the Clergy and people, 
namely, that as in it we ask for those for whom 
some of our Litany petitions are offered, it 
would be "a vain repetition " to offer this 
prayer also for them. 

In it we pray for all men. We humbly be- 
seech " the Creator and Preserver of all man- 
kind" for every sort and condition of men 
whom He has created, for men of every reli- 
gion, whether Christian, Jew, Turk, or heathen, 
and also for those who profess no religion ; for 
men of every rank, high and low, rich and 
poor, and for those in every state of mind or 
body. " God hath made of one blood all na- 
tions," therefore we are bound to pray for all. 
And chiefly must we pray for their spiritual 
good, remembering that "God our Saviour 
would have all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of His truth." (1 Tim. 
ii. 4.) And therefore we first humbly beseech 
Him to be pleased to make His ways known to 
all, His saving health to a\V ra&ora. \tk ^Vv3& 
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words we are repeating the Psalmist's prayer, 
when he says, " God be merciful to us and 
bless us, and cause His face (the light of His 
truth) to shine upon us, that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health unto 
all nations/' (Ps. lxvii. 1, 2.) Our eyes, the 
mind's eye, the eye of faith, have in this Chris- 
tian land seen the salvation which the Lord 
has prepared before all people, " a Light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of 
His people Israel." And here we daily pray 
that this light prepared for all may be made, 
by the preaching of the Gospel, to shine forth 
on all. 

With a true Christian desire to bring all to 
the right faith, we have prayed first for those 
who still sit in darkness, but we are more es- 
pecially to pray for the good estate, or well- 
being of those who are already members of the 
Catholic, or universal, Church. 

For though, when we have opportunity, we 
are to do good unto all men, we are to do it 
more especially unto them " who are of the 
household of faith." (Gal. vi. 10.) 

For the peace of Jerusalem, that is, God's 
Church, we are to pray, for " they shall pros- 
per that love it." (Ps, cxxu. fc.^ 
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We pray for it " that it may be so guided 
and governed by God's good Spirit, that all 
who profess and call themselves Christians may 
be led into the way of truth. " At the prayer 
of Jesus to the Father, that Comforter, the 
Spirit of Truth came unto the Apostles and the 
little company of Christians ; and at our prayer 
in the Name of Jesus, that same Spirit is ever 
ready to come and " guide all into the way of 
truth." (S. Johnxvi. 13.) 

In every age of the Church the true Chris- 
tian has had, like S. Paul, to mourn over 
" some who have erred concerning the faith," 
(1 Tim. vi. 21,) and, "concerning the faith, 
have made shipwreck." (1 Tim. i. 19.) But 
let him never cease to pray for them that they 
may be led back by a spirit of meekness to 
"acknowledge the Lord," to "stand in the 
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and find 
rest unto their souls;" (Jer. vi. 16;) "that 
they may be filled with the knowledge of God's 
will in all wisdom, and spiritual understanding, 
and walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, strengthened 
with all might, unto all patience and long- 
sutiering," (Col i. 9, 10, 11^ oi \,n&*\A\fc\s^ 
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tation. Tempted we know they will be to err 
again, but again and again we pray for them 
that they may take the whole armour of God 
against the tempter, that with the girdle of 
truth, the breastplate of righteousness, shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace, and tak- 
ing the shield of faith, and the sword of the 
Spirit, (which sword is the Word of God,) 
(Ephes. vi. 13 — 17,) they may be able to stand 
firm, hold the faith, " hold fast to that form of 
sound words," the Creed of the Church, " not 
carried about with divers and strange doctrines," 
and hold it not with " envy and strife," but 
in love, "with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace;" (Ephes. 
iv. 2 — 5 ;) and above all " in righteousness of 
life," for " let every one that nameth," or is 
named by, " the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

God's glory through the salvation of men's 
souls has been our first care. Our next is the 
relief of all, but especially our brethren in 
Christ, in their trials and sorrows while yet 
passing through the waves of this troublesome 
world. " Remember them that are in bonds as 
bound with them." (Heb. xiii. 3.) Care for 
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them, sorrow with them, pray for them as 
sincerely, as heartily as ye would for your own 
trials. This is what S. Paul enjoins upon us. 
And if any are sick among us, we are to " pray 
one for another, that we may be healed," 
(S. James v. 16.) 

Therefore "we commend/* that is, recom- 
mend to the goodness of our heavenly Fa- 
ther all those of our Christian brethren " who 
are in any ways afflicted or distressed* ' with 
sorrow of " mind," with sickness of " body," 
or poverty of " estate," — in great poverty, for 
the rank of life in which God had placed 
them. 

We pray that it may please Him to " comfort 
and relieve them according to their several 
necessities ;" that each one, in the particular 
trial with which he is afflicted, may be supported 
under it ; that as the Psalmist says, " in the 
multitude of the sorrows that they have in their 
heart," (Ps. xciv. 19,) God's comforts may re- 
fresh their soul. 

Are any afflicted in mind, "their heart in 

heaviness," and " the sorrows of it enlarged ?" 

let us pray again with the Psalmist that God 

will ,c give ear unto their prayer," (Ps. lxi. 2,) 

and that He will " look upon \tossa *ta*Tfc\kj 
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and misery, and bring them out of all their 
trouble." (Ps. xxv. 16, 170 

Are any sick ? let us pray that " the Lord 
will strengthen them upon the bed of lan- 
guishing, and make all their bed/' that is, 
give them ease upon it, "in their sickness." 
(Ps- xli. 3.) 

Are any distressed with poverty ? let us ask 
the Preserver of all to " deliver the needy, . . . 
the poor,, and him that hath no helper." (Ps. 
bcrii. 12.) 

And all this may we confidently beg through 
that Saviour Christ our Lord, Who " in all 
the afflictions of His people is Himself af- 
flicted," and willing " to bear them and carry 
them" through the affliction, as He did "in 
the days of old." (Isa. lxiii. 9.) 

" Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all." 
(Ps. xxxiv. 19.) 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

We are assembled and met together in God's 
House not only to pray, not only to hear, but 
above all, first and last, " to render thanks to 
Him for the great benefits we have received at 
His hands. " And so as soon as we had made 
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our peace with God in the Confession and 
Absolution, and had called on Him as our Fa- 
ther, we began in the Psalms to praise and 
thank Him. And after each Lesson, in which, 
whether in the Old Testament or the New, we 
are ever reminded of His goodness to man, we 
have repeated our praises and thanksgivings in 
psalms and hymns. 

And now having " asked for those things 
which are necessary as well for the body as the 
soul," trusting to His past mercies as a pledge 
that our petitions will be granted, we again lift 
up our hearts to Him in thankfulness for all 
that past loving-kindness towards us, and re- 
peat our thanks ; for " who can show forth all 
His praise, who can speak " enough of those 
"mighty acts of the Lord" (Ps. cvi. 2) to us 
His rebellious children, who are " not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies, and all the 
truth" (Gen. xxxii. 10) He hath shown to us? 
11 In every thing we must give thanks, for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concern- 
ing us." (1 Thess. v. 18.) "In every thing/ 1 
whether it have caused us joy or sorrow. Even 
in sorrow he who has sought the Lord can 
truly say, " Blessed be God, the Father oi 
mercies, and the God oi fc\\ comfort,, Wkc 
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comforteth us in all our tribulations. " (2 Cor. 
i.4.) 

To this Almighty God, Father of all mer- 
cies, we, His unworthy servants, come to give 
Him most humble and hearty thanks for all 
His goodness and loving-kindness to us and to 
all men. 

We " abundantly utter the memory of His 
great goodness, His tender mercies over all 
His works." (Ps. cxlv. 7, 9.) We bless Him 
for our creation, for " fearfully and wonderfully 
are we made." (Ps. cxxxix.) He hath "cre- 
ated man for His glory." (Isa. xliii. 70 We 
bless Him for our preservation, for by Him 
have we been holden up " ever since we were 
born," (Ps. lxxi. 6,) and our praise should be 
continually of Him. 

We bless Him for all the blessings of this 
life, for He it is " Who giveth us all things 
richly to enjoy." (1 Tim. vi. 17.) Therefore 
" bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits ; Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
Who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeem- 
eth thy life from destruction; Who crown- 
eth thee with loving-kindness and tender mer- 
cies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things/ 9 (Ps. ciii. 2 — 4.) Who i& there amon^ 
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us who has not good cause to bless the Lord 
for one or all these benefits ? 

But great as all these mercies are, there is 
one far greater still ; above all we bless Him 
for His inestimable love, — that love which 
passes all price, all our powers of understand- 
ing. His love shown in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ. " Not with 
silver and gold" were we redeemed, bought 
back from the power of the enemy, " but with 
the precious Blood of Christ." (1 S. Pet. i. 
18, 19.) Therefore "unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own 
Blood," (Rev. i. 5,) and unto God the Father 
" Who so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life," (S. John iii. 16,) "unto Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever." 
(Rev. i. 6.) 

We bless Him also for all the means of 
grace, for all the ways He has given us of gain- 
ing the graces or favours of the Holy Spirit, 
of forgiveness, of instruction in our faith and 
duty. 

We bless Him for our House of Prayer, 
where we may chiefly draw neat to W\\xv toA 
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gain these blessings. We bless Him for His 
Ministers, for the Word of God, and for the 
Holy Sacraments. 

Thirdly, we bless Him "for the hope of 
glory," eternal in the world to come. " Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to His abundant mer- 
cy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, 
(by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,) to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undented, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you." (1 S. Pet. i. 3, 4.) 

Having blessed God for these mercies, we 
go on to pray that He will give us a due, or 
proper sense of them. We pray that our 
hearts " may be unfeignedly thankful," that is, 
truly and sincerely thankful for them. 

Here let us stop to consider how we may 
show ourselves sincerely thankful for these 
mercies. Must it not be by making the most 
we can of those means of grace given us by 
our Redeemer? Are we truly thankful for 
that means of grace, God's House, if we do not 
go there as often as we can, and feel too with 
the Psalmist "glad when they say unto us, 
Let us go into the House of the Lord ?" (Ps. 
cxxii. I.) Are we unfeignedly thankful for 
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those other means of grace, God's Ministers 
and His Word, if we do not reverence the 
former, and " account of them as the Ministers 
of Christ, and stewards of His mysteries ;" 
(1 Cor. iv. 1 ;) and if we do not " receive the 
Word of God which we hear of them, not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the* 
Word of God ?" (1 Thess. ii. 1 3.) Are those un- 
feignedly thankful for those still higher means 
of grace, the Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, who do not gladly take their 
children to be baptized, and do not "con- 
tinue in the Apostles' doctrine and fellow- 
ship, in breaking of bread and in prayers," 
(Acts ii. 42,) that is, holding steadfastly the 
truth of the Apostolic Church, continuing 
thankfully in her communion, receiving con- 
stantly the holy Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and joining heartily in the prayers of 
Christ's people and heritage ? And if they do 
not prove their thankfulness by thus using all 
the means of grace, how can they have any 
confident hope of the glory laid up in heaven 
for the true believers in Christ ? 

We end our Thanksgiving by praying that 

we may show forth God's praise not only with 

our lips but in our lives, by gwm^xvfc <raxw&t«& 
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to His service, and walking before Him in 
holiness and righteousness all our days. 

We must " present our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to God." (Rom. xii. 1.) 
We must " put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." (Ephes. iv. 24.) And let none who is 
not trying his best to do so come into " the 
assembly of the upright to praise the Lord," 
(Ps. cxi. 1,) for "the sacrifice of the wicked/' 
of the open and the determined sinner, "is an 
abomination to the Lord, while the prayer of 
the upright is His delight." (Prov. xv. 8.) 
Let him then who is trying to make the Sa- 
viour his Saviour, by following the example 
of His obedience, and patience, and humility, 
and is thus endeavouring to " work out his 
own salvation with fear and trembling," (Phil, 
ii. 12,) let him come and "out of the abun- 
dance of the heart speak" (S. Matth. xii. 34) 
his praises unto the Lord, " giving thanks al- 
ways for all things unto God and the Father 
in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
(Ephes. v. 20,) through Whom " to that God 
only wise, be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 
(Rom. xvi. 270 
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PRAYER OF S. CHRYSOSTOM. 

The Thanksgiving ended, we return to that 
part of the Daily Order of Prayer where we left 
off to offer the Occasional Prayers. This we 
did just before the Prayer of S. Chrysostom. 
That prayer therefore is the one we have now 
to consider. 

First let us know who S. Chrysostom was, 
and when he lived. 

His real name was John; Chrysostom, or 
golden mouthed, was a name given him on 
account of the beauty and powerful winning 
effect of his preaching. He was made a Bishop 
and a Patriarch, or ruling Father, of the Chris- 
tian Church in Constantinople about 398 or 
399, — consequently this prayer which he wrote 
must be between fourteen and fifteen hundred 
years old. We may reverence it therefore for 
its age as well as its beauty. And it is a prayer 
so very suitable for the ending of a Service, or 
any distinct part of a Service, that we must be 
thankful to our Reformers for having kept it in 
our Daily Order of Prayer. 

Like the other Prayers and Collects it is 
divided into two parts, containing things ac- 
Irnowledged, and things prayed iot. 
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The things we acknowledge are, first, that it 
is God Who has given us grace at this time 
with one accord, or agreement, to make our 
common supplications unto Him ; for it is 
"the Lord" Who must "teach us to pray" 
(S. Luke xi. 1) aright ; He Who " prepares our 
hearts." (Ps. x. 170 I Q th* 8 acknowledgment 
we are also making another, namely, the duty 
and the benefit of united prayer ; united not 
only by being offered by persons gathered to- 
gether in one place of prayer, but by being 
offered up with one understanding of the spirit 
and sense of the prayer. If " the fervent prayer 
of one righteous man availeth much,' 9 what 
may we not hope from the united prayer of 
many ? With such a hope, and such a sense 
of the blessing of union, did the Apostles 
meet daily "with one accord" in that upper 
chamber, which had been made sacred by 
Christ's presence, before and after His resur- 
rection, and by the appointment of the Holy 
Supper. 

Our second acknowledgment is that God 
has promised that when two or three are ga- 
thered together in His Name, He will grant 
their requests. " If two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching anything the^j ahall ask, it 

i 
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shall be done for them of My Father which is 
in heaven ; for where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name, there am I in the midst 
of them." (S. Matth. xviii. 19.) This was the 
express promise of the Saviour. And the 
latter part of it perfectly agreed with that made 
by the Father to the people of Israel. " la 
all places where I record My Name, I will come 
unto thee, and will bless thee." (Ex. xx. 24.) 
The places where God records His Name are 
those solemnly set apart by Ministers acting in 

. the name, that is, by the authority of Christ. 
The persons gathered together in the Name of 
Christ, are those gathered together to be led 
to God in prayer by one who has been rightly 
appointed to act in the Name of Christ, and 
has authority so to act. And let us pray that 
we may ever have grace thus " to serve God 
acceptably." 

Having acknowledged that it is by Him only* 
we are brought together, and that being so, and 
having Him with us, we feel sure of a favour- 
able answer ; we go on to ask of Him that He 
will fulfil the desires and petitions of His ser- 
vants which they have made to Him through- 
out this Daily Order of Prayer* But we pray 

pot that our petitions may be ftj\£ftta& «asX^ 
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as seems best to our poor understandings or 
foolish desires. For oftentimes what appears 
best to us, would, if granted, turn out evil. 
11 All things are not expedient," not fit, or such 
as will lead us to happiness in this world, or in 
the world to come. Therefore though we fully 
trust that God will grant us our heart's desire, 
and not withhold from us that which is profit- 
able for us, we leave the decision to Him, and 
say in our hearts, " Nevertheless not my will, 
but Thine be done." 

But two things we feel we may surely ask 
for in perfect trust that here the Lord will 
"grant us all our heart's desire, fulfil all our 
mind, and all our petitions." And these are, 
that we may " in this world have knowledge of 
His truth, and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting." 

We ask them, knowing that " God our Sa- 
viour will have all men come to the knowledge 
of His truth," (1 Tim. ii. 4,) that it was ever His 
purpose that " the earth should be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea," (Hab. ii. 14,) and that " being made 
free from sin they might have the end everlast- 
ing life." (Rom. vi. 22.) 
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THE BLESSING. 

And now, having done all for which we as- 
sembled and met together, and that is appointed 
to be done in this portion of our Church Ser- 
vices, the Minister pronounces to us that bless- 
ing with which S. Paul concludes his Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, — 

And may the grace, or mercy, of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, that Spirit by 
which we are closely knit to Christ and to 
one another, be with us all evermore. Amen. 



EVENING PRATER. 

The greater part of the Order for Evening 
Prayer being the same as that for the Morning 
Prayer, it is of course unnecessary to do more 
here than examine those few portions of it 
which differ from the Morning Prayer, 

The first change we may perceive is in the 
Rubric which follows the Versicles after the 
Lord's Prayer. 
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The words of this Rubric are, " Then shall 
be said or sung the Psalms in order as they 
are appointed." 

Here we find that the Venite is omitted, no 
mention of it is made. At the beginning of 
the day that general invitation to worship was 
given, and every faithful and earnest member 
of the Church is supposed to have joined in, 
and answered to, that call in the morning. If 
unavoidably prevented being bodily present in 
God's House in the morning, he has been 
present there in spirit, and joined in it with 
heart though not with voice. 

The next change we find in this Rubric is 
in. the Hymn after the First Lesson. "Then 
a Lesson from the Old Testament as is ap- 
pointed. And after that, Magnificat, or the 
Song of the Blessed Virgin. " 

THE MAGNIFICAT. 

This Magnificat is, as all must know who 
are acquainted with the New Testament, the 
Song of Thanksgiving of the Blessed Virgin 
on entering the house of her cousin Elizabeth, 
and being saluted by her as the Mother of our 
Lord. 

The opening verses of this Hymn may at 
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first seem to us to be only the Virgin Mary's 
own thanksgiving for the honour done to her, 
in being chosen to be the Mother of the Sa- 
viour; but when we come to consider well 
the subject of the Hymn we may perceive, that 
as all have shared in the blessing obtained for 
us by that great act in which she was an hum- 
ble instrument, so all may join with her in 
praising God for that act. 

Each member of the Church has been hon- 
oured by being united to Christ, made a part 
of that Church which He honours by calling 
her His Bride. Lowly enough was the estate 
or condition of the people who formed that 
Church before the high honour was bestowed. 
Well then may each member of the Church 
magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God the Sa- 
viour. His mercy and His strength were 
shown by His being born of a woman, in order 
that He might by death overcome the proud 
enemy. They are shown too by overcoming the 
proud imaginations which that enemy puts into 
the heart of man ; and they are shown by ex- 
alting, or raising the humble and the meek. 
For it was not the lowly and meek Virgin only 
He came to exalt, but all who would imitate 
ftfr in her humility and meetae*** Wa ^w\\^ 
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to fill all who would " hunger and thirst after 
righteousness" with the true bread from hea- 
ven, and to give to all who are laying up their 
treasure there, the true riches which no moth 
nor rust can corrupt. But those who cannot, 
for His sake, part with their earthly posses-, 
sions, He sends, with the young ruler, grieved 
and " empty away." 

His mercy ever has been and ever will be 
shown by remembering the promise made to 
the Church's forefathers, the promise of help- 
ing His servant Israel, that is the Church, out 
of the power of the enemy. 

And for all these gracious acts of mercy 
which ■ each Person of the Godhead joins in 
bestowing, we end our Hymn by giving glory 
to that Holy Trinity. 

PSALM XCVIII. 

The Rubric after the Magnificat is, " Or else 
this Psalm ; except it be on the Nineteenth 
Day of the Month, when it is read in the ordi- 
nary course of the Psalms." 

As we are given a choice of Hymns in the 
morning, so it is also in the evening. We may 
use this Psalm instead of the Magnificat when 
it is thought fit to do so. And for times of 
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great joy this Psalm is perhaps more fitted than 
the Blessed Virgin's more sober and less tri- 
umphant Hymn. 

The marvels and mercies of which the Psalm- 
ist particularly spoke were those shown to the 
Israelites. But as so many of these were typical 
of our much greater spiritual and wonderful 
blessings, the Psalm when used in this Chris- 
tian sense is well suited to express a Christian's 
joy. 

" Then a Lesson of the New Testament, as is 
appointed," (in the Calendar,) " and after that, 
Nunc Dimittis, or the Song of Simeon, in Eng- 
lish as followeth." 

NUNC DIMITTIS. (S. Luke ii. 29.) 

The hearing of God's Holy Word publicly in 
His House is ended for the day. In that Word 
we have been hearing of the great salvation 
" prepared before the face of all people, ,, and 
we have been seeing with the eye of faith that 
Light which came to lighten our Gentile (or 
heathen) forefathers, and us their children. 
The end of our day too, — that daily repeated 
type of the end of our life, — is beginning to 
draw near. 

soothingly then do \\isfcfe VftNatifial 



P8ALM LXVII. 121 

fords of the aged Simeon fall on the ear, and 
enter into the heart, of every true Christian* 
How -entirely do they come home to that heart, 
bringing to it peace and comfort, and filling it 
with faith, hope, and love. 

And now let him make a public profession 
of that faith, and then after prayers for himself 
lad his fellow Christians for further help in 
securing " the end of our faith, even the salva- 
tion of our souls," (1 S. Pet. i. 9,) then may 
be depart in peace, go home to his rest, pre- 
pared for that eternal rest which c< remaineth" 
for all who " labour to enter into" it. (Heb. 
iv. 1—9.) 

PSALM LXVII. 

The Rubric after the Nunc Dimittis is, " Or 
else this Psalm, except it be on the Twelfth 
Day of the Month." 

This Psalm of mixed prayer, and prophecy, 
and praise, is as suitable for the use of the 
Christian Church as it was for the Jewish 
Church for whom it was written. In it the 
Psalmist, in the name of the Church, is partly 
praying and partly foretelling the Advent of 
Christ, and the conversion of the heathen na- 
tion* which would follow His First Coming, — 
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and He is calling on that Church to rejoice in « 
its promised increase. s 

Now the Christian has ever to pray for ]| 
an increasing enlargement of that Church, for v 
each year of the world adds to the multitudes * :i 
of its inhabitants, the greater part of whom are, Tl( 
alas, either heathens, or Christians only in name, j 
and so in a worse state even than the heathen. } 

He has also another Advent of Christ to 
look forward to, of which he has been hearing 
in the Scriptures which have been read to him. 3 
In those Scriptures too we are told that before \ 
that Second Coming " the earth must be full ) 
of the knowledge of the Lord." And this I 
work of spreading the knowledge of Christ j 
throughout the world is to be the work of us 
who already belong to the Lord. All may 
take a part in the work, each according to his 
state of life. It is not the work of the Ministers 
alone. Ministers and laymen, (that is, those 
who are not Ministers or Priests of God,) old 
and young, rich and poor, all may join in 
helping on the work. And how can any pre- 
tend to be a sincere worshipper of God, and 
believer in His Word, and in the blessing of 
having known it, who takes no pains, offers 
even a prayer that Gotf&"^wj \mnj V* 
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known upon earth, His saving health among 
all nations ?" 

But those who do help in the blessed work 
may well praise God for the " increase of the 
earth," of Christ's field, His Church in the 
world ; and with full trust and hope praise 
Him for the promise of that time when " all 
the ends of the earth shall fear Him.'* 

After this Psalm of praise there is no further 
change in the Order for Evening Prayer udtil 
the end of the Versicles after the Lord's Prayer. 
Then we find this Rubric, — 

"Then shall follow three Collects, the first 
of the day ; the second, for Peace ; the third, 
for aid against all Perils, as hereafter followeth ; 
which two last Collects shall be daily said at 
Evening Prayer without alteration." 

THE SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING PRAYER. 

This second Collect, like the second Morn- 
ing one, is a Prayer for Peace, and begins, as 
the Morning one does, with an acknowledg- 
ment respecting Him from Whom the peace 
must come. But the acknowledgments in them 
are somewhat different ; for in that made in the 
Morning Collect our thoughts mttY& wft^Xfe 
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God as the great Giver of the peace ; in the 
Evening one we are reminded that we have 
something to do ourselves to insure the gift of 
peace. Peace must, under God, be the effect 
of our acts or works, and those works must 
spring from our " counsels," that is our judg- 
ment and decision ; and those " counsels " must 
come from our wishes, the "desires" of our 
hearts. 

These desires are the spring, the first moving 
power within us, which sets us to work in all 
we do, therefore they are the first mentioned. 

Now the acknowledgment we make concern- 
ing these desires, counsels, and works is, that 
all that are holy, just, and good must proceed, 
or come forth from God. For " every good gift, 
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights." (S. James 
i. 170 "The imagination of man's heart," 
when left to itself, "is only evil, continually 
from his youth." (Gen. vi. 5, and viii. 21.) 
" The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked." (Jer. xviu 9.) 

And as holy desires must come from God, 
so also must " good counsels," or " right judg* 
ments," as to the best way of carrying out 
desires. For " the viay oi tbhclS& \\o\Aw 
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limself ; it is not in man that walketh to di- 
rect his steps." (Jer. x. 23.) " The counsel of 
the Lord " alone " shall stand." (Prov. xix. 2 1 .) 
"He layeth up sound wisdom for the righ- 
teous." (Prov. ii. 7) And for this wisdom we 
must " pray without ceasing," as S. Paul prayed 
for the Colossians, that we " may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual un- 
derstanding." (Col. i. 9.) And having sought 
it, then we must endeavour to bring it forth in 
"just works," "to walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work." (Col. i. 10.) "Herein," that is, by 
our bringing forth good works, as Christ Him- 
self tells us, His " Father is glorified ;" there- 
fore let us resolve to do our best to bear this 
fruit, and then we may with confidence offer 
up the prayer which forms the second part of 
the Collect. 

Only let "our hearts be set to obey His 
commandments," not satisfied with merely hav- 
ing them "enlarged" with holy desires, but 
always seeking to " run the way of His com- 
mandments." (Ps. cxix. 32.) And then the 
Lord Who " has wrought all our works in us," 
will surely " ordain peace for us." (Isa. xxvi. 12.) 
"The Lord is our defence" (Ps* lxxxix. 18,) 
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" He spake," or promised, " by the mouth of 
His holy Prophets that we should be saved 
from oar enemies," the Devil, the world, and 
the flesh, " and from the hand of all that bate 
ns." And He promised it in order " that we 
being delivered oat of the hand of oor enemies, 
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before Him all the days of our 
life." (S. Luke i. 70 — 75.) His promise to 
the Church was, " the work of righteousness 
shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever ;" " and My 
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting 
places/' (Isa. xxxii. 17, 18.) 

We are not indeed yet come to such a time 
of peace as is here foretold, but we may have a 
large portion of it if we do but seek that inward 
peace which Christ promised when He said, 
" Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto 
you ; not as the world giveth give I unto you," 
(S. John xiv. 27,) for such peace as this " the 
world cannot give." " Being justified by faith" 
in Him, and " showing our faith by our works," 
" we have peace with God, through our Lord 
_j£8U8 Christ." (Rom, v. 1.) And' thus com- 
God in the very words o^ Se\:v$V\\\^ ^^ 
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may boldly ask, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, " that we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may pass our 
time in rest and quietness," 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL 
PERILS. 

This Collect, the shortest of all our prayers, 
has no preface or beginning part in it. It opens 
at once with the prayer for the blessing sought, 
namely, aid or help against all perils or dan- 
gers that can disturb either the mind or body. 

First we pray for the mind, we say, " Lighten 
our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord.'* 
Our darkness, not the darkness of the heavens, 
for that we all feel to be needful to give us 
perfect rest. It is the darkness caused by the 
strange delusions, and sad and sinful thoughts 
with which Satan fills, or seeks to fill, our 
minds at night more than at any other time, 
that we pray to be saved from. This is the 
darkness which we pray may be enlightened by 
the presence of Him Who declared Himself to 
be " the Light of the world," (S. John viii. 12,) 
and who will not suffer them who follow Him 
to " walk in darkness," but promises them 
" the light of life." 
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Satan may tempt the followers of Christ, 
may try to draw them into the dark ways of 
sin, but he will not succeed, for " unto the up- 
right there ariseth light in the darkness." (Ps. 
cxii. 4.) And in the beautiful words of our 
own Christian poet, his last thought and prayer 
may be lifted up, — 

" Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near; 
Oh ! may no earth-born cloud arise 
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes." 

Having first taken thought for the mind, 
our second petition is for the body. We pray 
that by God's great mercy our bodies may be 
preserved from all perils and dangers of the 
night; perils against which God must at all 
times be our chief defence, but most especially 
so when wrapped in sleep we can do nothing 
to defend ourselves. But " He that keepeth 
His Israel," His own people, " neither slum- 
bereth nor sleepeth," (Ps. cxxi. 4, 5,) He is 
our keeper. And in full confidence in Him 
the true Christian may both lay himself down 
u in peace and sleep," feeling that the Lord 
only " maketh him dwell in safety." (Ps, iv. 8.) 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

The reason for the frequent repetition of the 
Lord's Prayer in our Service has been already 
stated, namely, that each part of the Service 
might be sanctified by this Divine form of 
Prayer being brought into it. 

It has also been observed that the repetition 
of it, however frequent, could never be a 
"vain" or useless one, because so much is 
prayed for in each sentence of it, that, every 
time it is repeated, it brings fresh thoughts be- 
fore our minds. Let us then now consider 
some of the many lessons taught us in every 
part of this most holy, most perfect form given 
to us as a pattern for all other prayers. 

This Prayer consists of three parts, — 

1st. The Preface, or beginning. 

2ndly. The Petitions. 

3rdly . The Doxology, or words of praise. 

THE PREFACE. 
" Our Father which art in heaven." 
In the explanation of this Prayer given us in 
our Church Catechism, we ate told w&tj we 
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may venture to come to this Lord God our 
heavenly Father with our desires or petitions. 
We venture to do so because we know Him 
to be the " Giver of all goodness," or good 
things. 

That title Father, with which we are here 
permitted to address Him, reminds us of one of 
the chief blessings He has bestowed on us, the 
blessing, namely, of our having been taken at 
our Baptism to be His children. And as the 
word Father reminds us of His love for us, so 
it should fill our hearts with love to Him. 

But this love, if it is that which a dutiful 
child should feel for its father, cannot stand 
alone in the heart, but must be accompanied 
with fear. And the necessity of having this 
fear is taught us by the mention of that abode 
in which He dwells in that great and awful 
majesty, which no man can see and live. 

" He is in heaven and we on earth, therefore 
must our words be few," (Eccles. v. 2,) and well 
considered. " He is a holy God, and a jealous 
God," (Josh. xxiv. 19,) Who will turn away 
from them who bestow their love upon another, 
and this we must fullv believe before we can 
presume to seek His favour. And thus in this 
-Preface of the Prayer we are te\x$Vv\. \tafc^>\\tt5l- 
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work of our duty to God, " to believe in Him, 
to fear Him, and to love Him." 

And not only are we here taught our duty 
to our God, but that other great command- 
ment also which " is like unto it, — Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." (S. Matth. 
xxii. 39.) For let us never pass over without 
thought that little word " our" with which the 
Prayer begins; in which our Lord seems to 
say to each one of us, " Say not my Father, 
think not of thyself only in these petitions, 
but remember that it is only as one of the 
many members of My Body that you can come 
with your petitions to the Father." And that 
Body He has so " tempered," " fitly joined to- 
gether," that each member may feel its de- 
pendence on the other, and " have the same 
care one for another." (1 Cor. xii. 25 ; Ephes. 
iv. 4, 16.) 

THE PETITIONS. 

These may be divided into two sets, — in the 
first of which we are taught to seek the in- 
crease of God's glory ; and in the second the 
increase of our own welfare, spiritual and tem- 
poral. 

The petfrions in which we \>toj &as&\ ^ 
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the increase of the honour and service due to 
God, are — 

" Hallowed be Thy Name." 

" Thy kingdom come." 

"Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven." 

FIRST PETITION. 
" Hallowed be Thy Name." 

This petition is placed most suitably after 
the Preface in which we have just been so 
forcibly reminded of the fear as well as the 
love which God requires of us. For by hal- 
lowing God's Name is meant doing all we can 
to remind ourselves and others of that duty of 
fearing Him, 

We believe Him to be the Holy One, Who 
will not suffer His Name to be profaned ; (Lev. 
xxii. 32.) The Almighty One, of Whose wrath 
all will drink who " take it in vain," that is, 
use it as if it were a vain* worthless name ; we 
believe Him to be the Jbhovah, the Great 
I am, "which was, and is, and is to come ;" that 
Eternal One, the nature of Whose existence 
none can understand. And if we believe this>, 
we cannot fail to have that awe and reverence 
will naturally show VtadJ m <»it \sftxrc&t 
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of pronouncing the holy Name. We can never 
speak it without thinking of Him of Whom we 
are speaking, and filling our hearers' minds with 
a portion of the fear we have ourselves. 

But are all professing Christians in the habit 
of always thus mentioning the sacred word? 
Are there not numbers who rightly turn with 
horror from the man who uses it in his horrid 
curses, but who yet are themselves in the daily 
practice of bringing it into their idle thought- 
less expressions of alarm or of surprise ? By 
the common expressions of, " Lord, have mercy 
on us," " Lord, help us," &c, they may mean 
no harm, but nevertheless they may " have to 
give account" hereafter for the "idle words" 
thus spoken. (S. Matth. xii. 36.) 

Let them remember that each time they of- 
fer up the petition, " Hallowed be Thy Name," 
they bind themselves to keep its awfulness per- 
petually before them. 

And let us not content ourselves with hal- 
lowing the Name or title of God, but seek also 
that His Name may be hallowed in us, who are 
His children, by our life of holiness, (2 Tim, ii. 
19,) and by our reverence for all else that most 
especially belongs to Him, namely, His Word, 
or Bible; His Church, ot Haus& oC Pw$4s\ 
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His Church, or people baptized into His ser- 
vice; His Ministers; His Sacraments. Ail 
these belong as peculiarly to Him as His very 
Name itself; and all are to be hallowed by 
being used and reverenced as belonging to 
Him. They are not to be honoured by being 
set aside as too holy to be used, but to be 
honoured in the use of them. 

His Word is to be daily studied with reverence 
and attention. His Church, or House of Prayer, 
is to be hallowed by frequent and reverent at- 
tendance in it ; and His spiritual Church, by 
our frequently joining in public prayer, and all 
other holy ordinances, and so strengthening 
our union with Christ our Head, and with all 
our fellow-members of His Body. 

God's Ministers are to be hallowed by our 
seeking to " know" them in that House where 
all may get to know them, to know them and to 
esteem them as Ministers or Servants of the 
Lord set " over us in the Lord ;" to esteem 
them, not for the goodness merely of their pri- 
vate character, but " for their work's sake," that 
work of being over us to rule or guide us in 
all spiritual matters, " to speak to us the Word 
of God/ 9 and " watch for our souls." (1 Thess. 
\i Heb. xiii. 7, 170 
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Lastly, God's Sacraments are to be hallowed 
by our seeking them as the chief means of 
grace, " ordained by Christ Himself" as means 
of grace necessary to our salvation, and without 
which, where they can be had, we have no pro- 
mise and no sure hope of obtaining that sal- 
vation. To the observance of all these* several 
ways of hallowing God we bind ourselves each 
time we say, " Hallowed be Thy Name." And, 
awful thought ! each time we repeat the words 
without any serious intention and resolution to 
hallow Him in every way, we are insulting Him 
with an idle mockery of prayer, and, in a mea- 
sure, are "taking His Name in vain." 

SECOND PETITION. 
" Thy kingdom come." 

Can any one think that by the coming of 
God's kingdom no more is meant than the 
coming of that time when God's faithful ser- 
vants are to be taken to be with Him in hea- 
ven ? To those who suppose this, the petition 
must appear a most fearful one to offer, for 
who that has any true sense of his imperfec- 
tions can presume to ask for the speedy com- 
ing of that day ? 

But let us consider the iu\\ m^\\\\^> <& *Sfcfc 
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petition, and we shall find that we are praying 
not so much for the future, as for the present 
time as a preparation for that future. 

We must bear in mind that the kingdom of 
God consists of two parts. 

First, there is Christ's Church here on earth, 
or the Kingdom of Grace; so called because 
each member of it when first taken into it by 
Baptism has the gift of God's grace, or Holy 
Spirit bestowed upon him. Then it is that the 
Holy Spirit first comes into the heart of the 
baptized to rule in it, to help us to gain the 
mastery over the enemy who would fain be 
ruler there. But this is not the only coming of 
the Holy Spirit into the heart of the baptized. 

God the Holy Ghost ever sanctifieth the 
hearts of the elect, is ever ready to come each 
time that He is sought by prayer or by any of 
the ordinances of God. And it is for these 
comings of the Holy Ghost that we here chiefly 
pray. We ask that He may so come into our 
own hearts and the hearts of ail for whom we 
are praying, as to be chief Lord in them, keep- 
ing each one a true and faithful subject of the 
great kingdom of the Church. 

But here, as in the first petition, we find that 
vurw^mr binds us to the petforciaaskCfc of a 
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great work. First we are bound to seek for 
that grace, seek Him not only by praying for 
Him to come to us as we do in this petition, 
but seek Him by frequent attendance in God's 
House, by hearing His Word read by His Mi- 
nisters, and above all seek Him in the Sacra- 
ments administered there by them. 

There must be no mockery of God by an 
idle insincere offering of this petition. If we 
mean truly what we say when we repeat the 
words, " Thy kingdom come," we must seek 
the enlargement of the kingdom of grace in all 
the above appointed ways; seek it for our- 
selves, and seek it for all who like ourselves 
are already taken into the kingdom, and seek 
it by doing all we can to help in the great work 
of bringing those into it who do not yet belong 
to it. 

By prayer, by good instruction, and by good 
example we may enlarge the rule of the Holt 
Spirit in the hearts of our fellow Christians. 
And for those who have not yet been taken 
into the kingdom of the Church, the poor hea- 
then, and all unbelievers, we must pray that 
more and more labourers of Christ may be 
sent to prepare them to be taken in, and that 
God will by the same Spirit bks& th» <K<y&. 
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And as this work of preaching the Gospel in 
distant lands cannot be carried on without 
much expense, we must not be content with 
praying for the success of those sent out, but 
we must gladly give all that it is in our power 
to give to assist towards the payment of those 
expenses. 

When, as we say " Thy kingdom come," we 
resolve to increase it in all the above mentioned 
ways, then may we without presumption offer 
the petition in its yet higher meaning; then 
may we say, — May Thy kingdom of glory 
quickly come ; " even so come, Lord Jesus !" 
(Rev. xxii. 20.) 

THIRD PETITION. 
"Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." 

In the second petition we are taught to seek 
the help. In this third one we are taught how 
to keep it, namely, by doing all that He comes 
to help us to do. It reminds us that the Holy 
Spirit comes to v/ovk with us, not for us, (Phil, 
ii. 1 3,) to help us to do the will of that God 
into Whose kingdom we have been taken. 
And if we "grieve" Him by still serving the 
old enemy He came to conquer, or if by luke- 
\esa in our work we " q^«c&\i" Him, 
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we are in danger of being left without His 
help. 

God's will is to be done in two ways ; and 
in neither can we hope to succeed without His 
help. 

It is to be done by doing or obeying it ; keep- 
ing the Commandments which the Lord our 
God has commanded us " to do them." (Deut. 
vii. 11.) 

And it is to be done by submitting to it, 
bearing willingly all afflictions of mind or body 
which it is the Father's will we should bear ; 
ready when we are called upon to drink the 
cup of suffering, to say with Him Who drank 
the bitterest cup of all for our sakes, " Not My 
will, but Thine be done." (S. Luke xxii. 42.) 
We can never forget as we use this petition, 
that He Who taught it, taught us also by His 
own example how to act according to it. 

And if we are conscious, as we must be, that 
such an example is too holy for us perfectly to 
follow, let us at least try to come up to that 
which is set before us in the petition, namely, 
the example of the Angejs in heaven. They, 
as we know from Scripture, are doing the will 
of God by watching over us below, and guard- 
ing- us from danger, ever " doiu^ttte ^wkxsss&k- 
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merits, and hearkening unto the voice of His 
word," ever as " ministers of His, doing His 
pleasure. ,, (Ps. ciii. 20, 21 .) And all but those 
who once rebelled against their Creator, have 
ever kept humbly to that station to which they 
were appointed. 

In these three first petitions we have had 
the increase of God's glory chiefly set before us, 
we have been praying Him to give us grace to 
" worship Him," (see Catechism Explan. ;) for 
in public worship His Name, and everything 
called His is hallowed. We have been praying 
Him to give us grace " to serve Him, and obey 
Him as we ought to do," as subjects should 
serve their king. 

In the remaining petitions we are taught to 
pray for ourselves and our fellow-subjects of 
His kingdom. 

FOURTH PETITION. 
"Give us this day our daily bread." 

Here, as the explanation in the Church Ca- 
techism tells us, we ask for " all things needful 
both*for our souls and bodies/ ' 

The word " us" we may again observe, re- 
minds us of the duty of thinking for others as 
as ourselves. And " this dwj" tsaeAxHfe us 
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that we are only to think of the wants of the 
present day, and even the present hour ; be- 
fore the next day, we are bound again to appear 
before God in prayer, and then it will be tigae 
enough to pray for what we then require. 
This same lesson too is taught by the word 
"daily," that which is needful for that day, 
and that portion of the day. " Take no thought 
for the morrow, for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself; sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof." (S. Matth. vi. 34.) 

And by the word " bread," which stands for 
all food that is actually necessary for life and 
health and strength in us, we are taught that 
we are to ask for no more than is positively 
needful. If God is graciously pleased to grant 
us more, we may thankfully take and enjoy it. 
But we leave it to His free will to give or not 
give luxuries, or even comforts, and we dare 
not ask for them. 

And what does the word "our" here teach 
us ? Not only that we are praying for others, 
but also that the " bread," " the needful things" 
for which we ask, must be so earned as truly 
to be called ours, — earned by honest labour 
or active and profitable use of it. All we have 
is intrusted to our keeping fat tt\^ VW^Vsesa^ 
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to be turned to the best account ; and if not so 
used, we dare not pray to have it, or call it 
ours. We cannot fail to acknowledge that the 
bread dishonestly gained cannot be called ours. 
But do we always as readily bear in mind that 
no man can call anything his if he does not 
earn it by serving God with his mind and 
body ? by employing all which God has given 
into his care, (be it much or little,) for the 
glory of God, and the benefit of his fellow- 
creatures ? 

We are too apt in this petition to think only 
of the food of the body. But such is not the 
lesson of the Church. She teaches us that we 
are asking for soul and body, putting the soul 
first. And if all would remember this lesson, 
and never begin the bodily labour of the day 
until they have in prayer and the study of 
God's Word sought the food of their souls, 
they would find more blessings than they do, in 
their labours to secure that which is needful to 
the body ; for our Saviour has, with His own 
divine authority, confirmed the truth of the 
Scripture, that " man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God." (S. Luke 
Jr. 4.) 
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FIFTH PETITION. 



"And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us." 

In the version of this Prayer given us by S. 
Luke the petition is, "And forgive us our 
sins." Sins are trespasses, because when we 
sin we trespass, or go beyond the bounds of 
God's law. And in S. Matthew the words are, 
" And forgive us our debts." Every sin we 
commit leaves us behindhand in the payment 
of the obedience we owe to God. 

This is the only petition to which a condition 
is affixed. The condition is that we forgive 
others the trespasses or sins they commit in 
their dealings with us, and the injury they do 
us thereby. 

But this condition, though a most just and 
fair one, is a very difficult one for man's proud 
selfish nature to comply with. And our Sa- 
viour knowing well how difficult this would 
be, gave on three several occasions a plain and 
solemn warning that none who did not perform 
the condition would gain the forgiveness which 
he desired for himself. 

In S. Matthew we find that after He had 
ended the whole prayer, He caWs \\\^ ^.Vrb&swl. J[ 
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of His hearers again to this petition and its 
condition, — " For if ye forgive men their tres- 
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. But if ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses." (S. Matth. vi. 14, 15.) 

And in S. Mark we find Him when giving 
directions concerning prayer, saying to His 
hearers, " Forgive, if ye have ought against 
any, that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do 
not forgive, neither will your Father which is 
in heaven forgive you your trespasses." (S. 
Mark xi. 25, 26.) 

And again at the end of the Parable of the 
Unmerciful Servant, (S. Matth. xviii. 35,) which 
sets the whole case of the great debt we owe 
to God, and the comparative smallness of that 
which our fellow-men owe us, so clearly before 
us, the same warning is repeated, and with 
this addition, namely, that the forgiveness we 
grant must come from our hearts. 

SIXTH PETITION. 
" And lead us not into temptation." 
The word temptation is used in two senses. 
JFhe one meaning is, " the bemg favmi at «cl- 
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ticed into sin ;" the other is, " a trial," or 
something that is hard to bear. 

We here use the word in both these senses. 
We know well that God never entices or draws 
us into sin ; but in order to try or prove us, 
He suffers the Devil and wicked men to entice 
us into it. And so when we say " lead us not/* 
we mean " suffer us not to be led." 

Suffer us not to be drawn into sin ; neither 
let us be tried with more sorrow and suffering 
than we can bear. 

Now God has promised that neither kind of 
temptation shall overwhelm those who look to 
Him for help. He has not promised that they 
will be without temptation, for as we are put 
into this world to be tried, and by the trial 
prove whether we will or will not yield to it, 
temptation must sometimes come in our way. 
And so also must the trial of suffering be laid 
on us, in order that we may prove whether we 
so love and trust God as cheerfully to bear it, 
well assured that He is with us in the trial. 

But though we cannot hope to live without 
temptation, " God will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able" to withstand, 
" but will with the temptation also make a wa\j 
to escape." (L Cor. x. 13.^ Swcta ^\^ ^ <sws*- 
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forting words addressed to us through His 
Apostle. But let us remember that they apply 
only to those who like Joseph, and like Daniel 
" serve their God continually." No way of 
escape is promised to those who throw them- 
selves in the way of temptation. " God is not 
mocked," and let us not deceive ourselves with 
any hope of safety if when we have prayed not 
to be led, we lead ourselves, and go straight- 
way to meet the sin. 

And so also with affliction or with any bodily 
danger. If we do anything wilfully to bring 
it upon ourselves, we cannot then presume to 
"pray unto God that it will please Him to 
save and defend us in all dangers ghostly and 
bodily." (See Expl. in Ch. Cat.) 

SEVENTH PETITION. 
" But deliver us from evil." 

The most watchful servant of God will some- 
times be taken by surprise, and drawn into 
doing those things which he should not do. 
But our Lord here teaches him to pray that 
when he is led into sin he may be delivered 
from the evil of getting confirmed in it. He 
prays that the Lord God will " keep him from 
all sin and wickedness, from &atack,ft& ^&\fcj 
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or spiritual enemy, and from everlasting death," 
from such a state of sin and wickedness as will 
bring him under the dominion of the enemy of * 
our souls, and which must in the end bring ^ 
him to everlasting death. 

THE DOXOLOGY. 

" For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever." 

In this short form of praise we express our 
" trust that God of His infinite mercy and 
goodness will do all we have desired Him to 
do, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

For if all that we have been praying for be 
granted, — if His Name be hallowed by all, if 
all are under the guidance of His grace, and all 
obey His will ; if all while engaged in seeking 
for the bread of their souls and their bodies do 
all to His glory ; and if all are " kind one to 
another, .... forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake has forgiven" them, 
(Ephes. iv. 32 ;) and all by their endeavours 
to keep themselves holy and without blemish, 
are preparing themselves to be presented unto 
Him as part of " a glorious Church, not having 
spot or wrinkle," (Ephes. v. 27,) then will His 
kingdom be increased, and ^5as> ^orcrcst wA^ 
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glory be magnified. And therefore if that 
kingdom, power, and glory be His, then will 
He most surely grant all our petitions. 

And most especially will He do so for the 
sake of that Son through Whom He has taken 
us to be His children, and given us the privi- 
lege of calling Him " Our Father." 

Therefore in foil trust that all will be granted 
we say, " Amen, or So let it be." 
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